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New for this winter, financial packages are available
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Fantastic fusion of Japanese and Western great returns make this property a smart
design. Year round income stream investment option
Location: Lower Hirafu Village Location: Upper Hirafu Village

[ Less than a minute walk to the lifts and j : 1 1 e %
Floor Area 37m? Floor Area 94m? 1
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Located on the main street in the Niseko

Resort Area's prestigious Upper Village,

¥69,000,000 m.@.0; ¥46,000,000 Bs@2Q0 _ :
' == : 1 " o = s - Alpen Views will be the closest residential

luxury building to the Ace Quad #2 Chairlift.
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: Ski-in ski-out luxury in the heart of & =i E- Setin the heart of 1hé village this fantas-

Premium location offering excellent the village affording great views This is an excellent opportunity to get tic property is a fusion of contemporary

returns for investors with strong returns into the exclusive Upper Hirafu Village Western & Japanese design

Location: Upper Hirafu Village Location: Upper Hirafu Vilage Location: Upper Hirafu Vilage Location: Middle Hirafu Village
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Cozy log cabin with a fradifional

Japanese fireplace has excellent Modern 3 bedroom townhouse Great prices and excellent views of Rare opportunity to purchase land
income potential for the savvy investor with good rental returns Mt Yotei, own a piece of Niseko in Middle Hirafu Village

Location: Lower Hirafu Vilage Location: Lower Hirafu Vilage Location: St Moritz 2 Location: Middle Hirafu Village

Land Size 330m?, Floor Area 184m? Land Size 165m?, Floor Area 106m? Land Size from 352m? (approx.106 tsubo) f | Land Size 669m? (approx. 202 tsubo)
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intro editor's

editor’s note... REEDSE..

THE Chinese Year of the Ox is about to begin and this month Niseko welcomes # & ® 4§ & . DEBNRES> T SCHBEY. Z £l iR
thousands of visitors from Hong Kong, and hopefully some from mainland China, L4 @ & & » & DSDOMRITEDN —FECTCE>2EE XY G R
as they celebrate the most important holiday on their calendar. The bigdayfalls B # #ft W IC KR Xx . Z O R WO HH 1 A 2 6 HIT. A4 —
on January 26 — the same day as Australia Day — which will also trigger festive X b 5 U 7 7 4 E B CBICH Z2DTT. DB IE.H
celebrations among the Australian community in Niseko. It's an interesting ™ 5 D RITEH T — XA T U T HSDRITEDANHRE B
coincidence given that this year is the first time Asian visitor numberscould Z 2 A& L NG W E WS, &ETERBATCEAE WEICKE S
almost match those of Australians over this period. It's long been predicted that @ T 7 . amhsFEEIATOVWEESIR.T7I7H5
Asian tourist numbers would increase to the point where they exceedthe O R ITZE A L AT A B A . VT HigF — XM UT7 H5
Australians — and it certainly seems to be becoming a reality. DIRITEDH ZHBASDEHNEARIELEEINTWLWS L5 T7T,
In this issue of Powderlife we preview the second Niseko Utari Festival —a concert £ @ & @ /N 7 4 — 5 A4 7 T & 2 EBEHODODYZYEY
taking place in both Kutchan Town and Hirafu which is designed to bring together X W £ ¥ & 9 . BHM&ZEE ST ZE DITH5EMT
the two areas, as well as highlighting the importance of looking afterthe €8 * h %2 10 ¥ ¥ — b & Z £ OO0 M ¥ I B8 b % &R &
environment in this era of development in Niseko. Associate editor Matthew # [T D X T O K 1 & D 4 &£ % L £ ¢ wm&E &S
Thomas reports on the different international tourists who are starting to discover 2 — b — < X H ##E 4 DN SE=RANOIE e M 5 —
Niseko (be sure to check out our 'Snap' on-mountain social photos for an idea of T ® BeEEaHrAERAFT Yy T ryravhkoXR—-—I&H
the variety of nationalities holidaying here!). We also take you out on theslopes ¢ L %= < ! ) ¥ = H A E B T hHh 5D .7 L Y7 DG
after dark... and you'll be surprised to find it's actually so bright up there many & &% Y % 9 . EBRBICZLDODANAEL ST A2 —2HG
people prefer heading up when the sun goes down. lc BEZF I &£

At this time of international celebration in Niseko, we would like to thank the T @ . BEBZREIC. BADSDBEETAICT XS
local Japanese Niseko community for welcoming the rest of the worldto Wi B # 5 A C Wk EIF 2B A ADOO— A )LD EETA
experience this amazing place. E# LT I,

Happy Chinese New Year and happy sliding!! FN EFRAR&BWEY & |

Kristian Lund, Powderlife Managing Editor kris@powderlife.com NIE—S54TRHIY HER JURFv¥>» S F kris@powderlife.com
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Real Estate

WEST CANADA PROPERTIES

www.westcanadaproperties.com
(0136) 21-7500

Custom Homes

WEST CANADA HOMES

www.westcanadahomes.com
(0136) 21-2226

ExquisiteVacations

=]
THE NISEKO COMPANY

www.thenisekocompany.com
(0136) 21-7272

NISEKO is a hard place to predict snowfall. We
remember well a day in January, 2007 when we woke to
a good 40cm overnight and it was still coming down
hard. It looked like it was going to be one of the days of
the season. Our crew decided to drive 45 minutes to
Rusutsu Resort to try and escape the crowds, but two
thirds of the way there, patches of blue sky were
breaking out. We noticed there was no new snow on the
side of the road, and by the time we got to the car park
we realised they had only had a dusting. We drove
straight back to Niseko where it was absolutely dumping
again, although, of course, we had a very hard time
trying to find anywhere that hadn’t been tracked

out yet!

There have been several occasions in the past few
weeks when forecasts were telling us there would be big
snowfalls that never eventuated. Fortunately, there were
several others where nothing was predicted and we had

30cm overnight falls. Local meteorologist Brendon Eishold recently
mused that Niseko seemed to have its own micro-climate, and
says inaccurate forecasts are a fact of life. “Weather forecasting is
an inexact science,” he says. “A lot of our weather comes from east
Asia, out in the middle of Siberia and northern China, where there
are very few weather stations, so there isn’t much data available.”

Powderlife’s hot tip: get to bed early every day, just in case

Music festival is environmentally sound

THE Niseko Utari Festival - a concert event that combines
Japanese music culture and environmental awareness -
returns on February 1 for a party that spans between Hirafu
and Kutchan over more than 12 hours. Returning for the
second time, the hit festival boasts local artists, bands and
DJs in genres such as hip-hop, house, dub, jazz, punk and
reggae. Local Japanese performers playing on the night at
both parties include Rovo, Cro-Magnon, Feeler, 3, Charaves,
DJ 53 and DJ Kenta. The two-part party kicks off at the
Northern Fox in Hirafu's Middle Village (opposite Hokkaido
Tracks) at 3pm, and runs until 10pm. Then, the after party
heads out to Kutchan and cranks until 4am.

Organiser Mitsuaki Ota said the Niseko Utari Festival, run
jointly by local Japanese and foreigners, promoted unity
between Hirafu and Kutchan, as well as making Niseko
better known for aprés ski activities and nightlife.
Mitsuaki-san also stressed the importance of considering
the local environment during Niseko's development boom,
saying there would be, during the concerts, booths for
environmental causes. “Niseko is a mecca for the outdoors
and winter sports, and is surrounded by great nature and
mountains,” he said. “Now is the time to consider the
environment for the future of Niseko, and people will be
able to exchange their opinions and concerns for the
environment at the festival.”

Tickets to the event are ¥3000 pre-sale, or ¥4000 on

the day.

For more information, email info@utarifestival.com.

TOP DROP...
Sekka's Mick
Nippard with
the 1898 Puig
Parahy.

ROCK 'N' ROLL... Utari Festival organiser
Mitsuaki Ota.

SEKKA Dining has something for someone who has everything —an
¥80,000 half-bottle of 1898 Puig Parahy. Manager Mick Nippard says
that for those who can afford it, it's an experience not to be missed.
“For someone who wants to have a once-in-a-lifetime experience of
a bottle of wine of that age, this is a one-off,” Mick says. “It's made
from 100 per cent Grenache grapes with neutral spirit added to it —
it's between a vintage port and a tawny port. It’s an incredible
flavour of cloves, cinnamon, nutmeg, spices, but it’s as thick as
treacle. Really intense, the most intense wine you would ever want
to drink because it just stays on the tongue forever. Everyone who'’s
had it just says ‘amazing’.”

Puig Parahy is a small producer in southern France. The wine was
barreled in 1898 and bottled in 2001, and Mick says the reason it’s
survived is the spirit. He’s carried the bottle for the past three
seasons and says it’s proven very popular. Mick reckons this bottle of
wine may just put the finishing touches on a perfect day in Niseko.
“If someone’s here for the first time and thinking that was the
perfect day powder skiing, they can have a perfect night with this
wine and a bit of cheese,” he says.

page K news

By Kristian Lund and Matthew Thomas

IF you've been into a souvenir
shop in Hokkaido you will no
doubt have come across a wall full
of Marimokkori souvenirs. Marimo
are rare algae balls found in only
several lakes in the world, one of
which is Lake Akan in eastern
Hokkaido. Mokkori is a slang term
for an erection. Put the two
together and you get Marimokkori,
a little green guy with a bulge in
his pants, and one of Hokkaido’s
most popular souvenirs!

THE Powderlife office has been
driven into a frenzy over the past
few weeks after receiving great
readers’ pics of cars coated in
snow for our Car Danchi
competition. We put up for grabs
a complete set of Hokkaido’s Car
Danchi snowboarding DVDs for
the person who sent us the best
photo. After wading through a
pile of awesome entries, we had a
heap of favourites. But at the end
of the day, we had to go with
Andreas Comninos’ poor little
snow-covered Suzuki Cultus.
Covered in a giant mushroom of
snow, this little buzz-box never
stood a chance. Andreas found
the car, similar to a Suzuki Swift,
near the Ice Bar in Hirafu'’s
Middle Village. It was covered in
so much snow, the car barely
looked like a car at all. “I had to
dig it out and take about 14
multiple angles, just to prove that
this was a car buried in the white
good stuff,” Andreas says. We also
gave away six T-shirts as
complimentary prizes, along with
the major DVD prize. All winners
have been contacted. Thanks to
everyone for entering.

To check out the best car pics that
didn’t make it into the mag,
check www.powderlife.com/
photo-gallery/car-danchi/.
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By Matthew Thomas

Niseko welcomes the world

WHILE there has been a noticeable drop-off in Australian visitors this year — caused by a strong
yen and weak Aussie dollar — a more diverse array of international holidaymakers are finding

their way to Niseko.

Australians really founded the current boom in
Niseko, since they started arriving in large numbers

over the past few years. However, local businesses and

independent bodies are noting a shift in the tourism
demographic. Australian visitor numbers have visibly
decreased this season, deterred from returning to

Niseko due to $1 AUD buying only around ¥60 for the
much of the season so far. Contrasting these figures to

those of last season (2007-08), $1 AUD bought ¥100 —
or sometimes even more. However, balancing the
drop in Australians this year is a rise in Hong Konger,
Singaporean and other Asian and European tourists.

Fumio Sato is marketing and planning manager for

Grand Hirafu, and media spokesman for the Free
Passport Association (FPA), a body that encompasses
all four resorts — Hirafu, Annupuri, Hanazono and

Niseko Village. Sato-san said he had noticed a drop in

overall visitor numbers this year, but said that more
noticeable was holidaymakers’ spending habits. “This

year, people are more likely to use the kitchen in their

condominium than go out to a restaurant,” he said,
adding that lift ticket sales for Hirafu in November
and December this year were still quite similar to last
season. Although Sato-san acknowledged decreased
visitor numbers this year, he said he was positive

about a busier middle season. He also said he noticed

more international tourists, besides Australians,
visiting Niseko than last season.

The Niseko Company’s general manager Steve
MclIntyre said his luxury property and rental

management company’s Australian market was down

around 25-30 per cent, adding that key markets,
including Singapore and Hong Kong, were up about
5-10 per cent. Occupancy rates were about the same
in spite of the economic crisis, due to The Niseko
Company increasing its number of properties this
year, said Mr MclIntyre. “The biggest rise for us this

year has been Singapore, but we have got a few guests

from Britain, France and Russia, and expats from
Indonesia, Thailand, Korea and China,” he said. He
predicted an earlier slow down of the tourism year in
2009 due to the early Chinese New Year.

Mr MclIntyre stressed the importance of Niseko

tapping into summer tourism potential. “In 2008, the
number of people who stayed in our properties
doubled when compared to the 2007 season,” he said.
“This is not just a winter playground, there is plenty
more on offer in the warmer months.”

Daniel Welk, general manager of the Hilton Niseko
Village, said the statistics for this year noted a more
diverse upmarket tourism crowd. For December 2008,
he said occupancy was Japan (65%), Hong Kong (15%),
Singapore (6%), Russia (4%), Australia (2%), and the
remainder other parts of Asia. January bookings were
similar to December, although fewer Singaporeans
and slightly more Australians.

Brett from Wild Bill’s, one of Hirafu’s busiest bars,
said that while business from cash-aware tourists had
dwindled this year, locals and seasonal workers were
still throwing cash over the bar. “Locals usually
disappear from before Christmas until March, and
that peak season is usually time for the tourists to
party,” he said. “But this year, it’s been locals out
partying all season — they are the main crowd.” In
spite of the current climate, Brett said he and Bill’s
‘weren’t going anywhere’, and were in ‘it for the long
haul’. “We’re in a lull — everyone is in a lull,” he said.
“Did we get caught with our pants down? | think
everyone did. It humbled us a little. But it won’t stop
snowing this century in Niseko, though, so people will
still come for the powder, regardless of what the
economy is doing.”

Big airs, even
bigger party

SKIERS and boarders from all around Hokkaido will
converge on Niseko on January 25 for the Aprés Bar
and Friends Air Jam ‘09 competition.

Held outside the Aprés Bar — in the same place as
last month’s Rail Jam, underneath the King Pair Lift
1 —about 100 amateur and professional competitors
will get the biggest air they can over a 40-foot
monster table top. Organisers are saying the jump
will be ‘the biggest in Hirafu’. Big spins, back flips
and front flips will be judged by pros and sponsored
riders from around the world.

Organiser Ross Monaghan says to ‘clear your
diaries for January 25", “This is something you won't
want to miss - a huge jump with even bigger tricks,
followed by an even bigger party,” he says. “Come
hang at an event unrivalled this season. It's gonna
go off!”

First jJump is at 9am, and competition will end
around 3pm.

Prizes are currently a surprise and to be
announced.

Second Rail Jam and Big Air competitions are
currently planned for February 15 and March 1
respectively.

To register, visit www.powderlife.com and fill in
the online form. Alternately, forms will also be
available at selected locations across Niseko.

0900- 1600 JANUARY 25
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GUIDING

¢+ Niseko Off-Piste

+ Niseko Back Bowls
¢+ Rusutsu Tours

+ Kokusai Tours

+ Kiroro Tours

¢+ Backcountry

www.blackdiamondtours.com
info@blackdiamondtours.com
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HOKKAIDO'S PREMIERE
SNOW SPECIALISTS

Japanese & Western Cuisine
Good Tunes, Vids, Drinks
Free Shuttles (call for pickup)
Private Terrain Park

Pool Table

BOL N 50

HOKKAIDO NISEKO-CHO
HIGASHIYAMA 24-3

NISEKO TOWN 400m From HILTON HOTEL

reservations@bdlodge.com

090-2054-8687 www.bdlodge.com

0136-44-1144
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Niseko International
Snowsports School is:

* Niseko’s largest and
most progressive
Snowsports School

* an official Niseko Resort
operated and backed
Snowsports School.

. Now at 2 locations —
Hirafu and Hanazono.

A complete suite of group
and private lessons or
programs for Adults and

Kids are available at both
locations.

A free shuttle bus to
Hanazono services the
upper and lower Hirafy
village, with pick-ups

¥ and drop-offs every 20

minutes.

NISS is situated inside
the new World-class Day
Centre — Hanazono 308.

Bookings and tickets
available at:

* NISS-Hirafu,

. NISS-Hanazono, and
* Fusion-Hirafu.

Phone(0136) 21 66 88 or
Niss@
harmonyresorts.com

Y
136) 21 6671°
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Offbeat news from across japan

Arts & letters generation,” set sail from Kobe with Technology adjusted the nation’s civil

THE Kawasaki municipal government is 328 solar panels on its decks. time by adding a “leap second” at | '-t | I -t' P -r I | C -t _f d

said to be mulling the cregation of a It is thought that the reported 8:59:59am ongNew Year's Day. Qua | y IS Ings, ro eSSIOna ) US Omer Ocuse -

museum to showcase the works of increase in sales at convenience stores To prepare its “speaking clock”

Doraemon (Japanese cartoon character) is due in part to the Taspo age- service for the change, NTT started 100

creator Fujiko F. Fujio. verification card, which limits tobacco seconds early and prolonged the length
Actor Jeremy Priven (Entourage) was  sales at vending machines. of each time tone by a centisecond.

forced to withdraw from the A survey by a pharmaceutical group For its fiber-optic clock services, NTT

Broadway revival of David Mamet’s found that 67 percent of diners have played the time tone for 9am twice. A

Speed-the-Plow due to mercury had “an unpleasant experience due company official said this was “a rare

poisoning, which he is thought to have  to someone else’s cigarette smoke,”  opportunity for people to be able to

contracted from eating too much sushi. including 46.5 percent of respondents  listen to the leap second.”

Mamet quipped that Priven, who eats ~ who identified themselves as smokers.

sushi twice a day, is “leaving show Police blotter

business to pursue a career as a o A knife-wielding man shouting “I lost

thermometer.” p “S .. my job” was apprehended in Roppongi
The Kyoto Museum for World Peace X o " Hills by cops after they fired a warning

received 13 personal items of Lok & shot.

Nagasaki Mayor Itcho Ito, who was ; ; After a dramatic rise in the theft of

assassinated in April 2007, including a .- g i car navi devices in recent months, HOUSES - For Sale APARTMENTS - For Sale

jacket with two bullet holes in it. Y . J the National Police Agency said drivers We have houses available to suit all tastes and A great range of apartments in some of Niseko’s

should take “suitable precautions, such budgets, from cosy 1-bedroom Istylish cottages premier developments. 1-bedroom, 2-bedroom and

Here & There \ as taking them home.” through to luxurious 5-bedroom mansions. huge 5-star penthouse listings being constantly

Speculation is rife where the Inagawa- 3 I r After handing suspended sentences updated.

kai crime syndicate will relocate now  } |\ | § to two 26-year-old Europeans for

that its Roppongi headquarters are , ’ ! defacing subway cars in Osaka, a judge
scheduled to go under the wrecking " ) ‘. said that the pair “came to Japan
ball. Fe. p : ) specifically to carry out graffiti.” e

Sentence of the Week: Police have e A 57-year-old primary school -
busted a large-scale shoplifting ring principal in Niigata was busted for
involving a Tokyo-based pharmaceutical Equal rights punching a high school student on a
wholesaler suspected of selling over- The Maritime Self-Defense Force gave train.
the-counter medicine pilfered by the OK for women to do tours of duty
teenagers recruited over the internet, aboard destroyers. Previously, the Your tax dollars at work
sources said. (The Asahi Shimbun) MSDF had assigned women to land- The LDP is said to be considering a “pet

Giichi Nomura, 94, who helped bring based duty. tax” whose proceeds would be used to ? i E
the plight of Japan’s indigenous Ainu The labour ministry announced that  fund animal shelters and raise "_’—__ = = == o
people to the world stage, died of the number of temp workers hit an all- awareness of the importance of using . "'I._':"_."'_..._ _.—_-:_____Eﬁ'—" o e S e P
natural causes in Hokkaido. time high of 3.84 million last year, ID tags. - :

but that their average pay dropped by Japan Post announced that 84 c ol e b LAND - For Sale RESULTS - Speak for themselves!
Breakthroughs , 10 percent, to a record low. perc.em.Of goods sent(last yearvia a J;;;‘;I%dgn}r:zpfapsany High capital gain, and land trades fast. We always We have sold over 60 properties since 2004 and 16 in the
Scientists at Kyoto’s Advanced It was revealed that McDonald’s service intended for disabled groups Times. The International have a variety of available blocks on the web site. first quarter of 2008. Nearly all our listings are exclusive,
Telecommunications Research Institute  hired 1,000 “customers” to wait in was in fact used fraudulently by » . ' =
h . . . . . L Herald Tribune/Asahi *" ave a large database of repeat customers.

International discovered a way to line for the Kansai debut of its Quarter ~ companies, accounting in losses of ; N 7
reproduce images of things people Pounder hamburger in Osaka last some ¥4.6 billion. Shlmbuﬁ, Mainichi Daily / . -
were looking at by analyzing brain month. The National Institute of Population News, Time, AP, AFP and r f,y
scans. and Social Security Research said that Kyodo (f &

The 60,000-ton Auriga Leader, Got a second? 99.8 percent of municipalities across !
described as the “first large ship in the ~ The Tokyo-based National Institute of the country will see a decline of y # e . :
world to be powered partly by solar Information and Communications children under 15 by the year 2035. -, 1 N

/ #COOL STAR

First-class satisfaction makes your trip special

IMPARTIAL, PROFESSIONAL & EXPERIENCED. Hc

Starlimousine is just like a luxurious hotel room. i SRR and o Yffer the t

You will feel relaxed and enjoy the luxurious ride in the comfortable coach.
The driver and attendant will escort you anywhere you go.

*The capacity of Starlimousine is nine persons,
but we recommend maximum of six to seven people in order to have a comfortable tour.

For inquiry, please send e-mail to
info@cool-star.jp

Starlimousine Charter Charge

between New Chitose Airport and Niseko For detailed information, please visit our website at

ey | Oneway | ¥60,000 http://www.cool-star.jp
ec. - reb.

Round trip ¥110,000 )

o %51 000 For further inform :

ne-wa .
Mar. . 4 03 500 Cool Star. Co.. Ltd JASON KING - M
Round trip 7 00 ar, Lo., . o . SRR i,
Email: Jorealestate f

*If you arrive at the airport around midnight or need to leave the hotel e Haseg_awa Bldg 2F ) REAL E STATE .C OM
early morning,you might be charged extra ¥10,000 for driving without l 5-7, 1-jo 5-chome, Chuo VIODIle: ) C
passengers depending on the time. Shiroishi-ku Sapporo 003-0011 JAPAN ) R Realtor Licence Hokkaido Governor Shiribeshi (1) #332 Hokkaido Real Estate

SEHEEYIERS |3 5RET AUEEME %&E(1) 53325 #alattHokkaido Real Estate
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people Nap

Powderlife asked skiers and boarders what they There were parties galore acress Niseko and
liked about Niseko... besides the powder Powderlife snapped the best of them
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EVEN when Taka’s not riding, he prefers to sport

colourful clothes.

But when the snowboarder from Chiba — near Tokyo,

one of Japan’s most famous surf spots — goes for a session

up the mountain, he prefers to wear...well...Sessions (jack-

ets and pants). He even has plenty of Sessions stickers on

his board, so it looks to us that he likes to promote the

brand that works for him. Taka - a ‘human rainbow’

who usually rides at Yuzawa mountain, outside Tokyo

- says he prefers this rainbow jacket in particular,

because he likes to stand out. Attention to detail

should be noted with the matching rainbow trim on

his goggles, and rainbow stripes on the bottom of his

Japan-made Gray board (which apparently has plenty of

pop), and bright yellow and green Flux bindings. 2

We say ‘shine on’, rainbow man. E-*Y
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Maree and Wayne from Australia said Niseko had a unique feel like
nowhere else in the world. “We thought that the first time we came
here, it’s just so unique. It’s so peaceful and quiet up on the mountain,
and everyone is so laid back.”
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events ke

“# Half Note Jazz Live, 9pm

Welcoming jazz pianist Kuniko Kanno from Sapporo,
accompanied by jazz vocalist Mami Motoi. Free entry.
#]ava Bar Sunday Session, 9-11pm

Live accoustic session with Christian.

#:Australia Day celebrations at Red Bar, 10pm

D) mixing it up on the decks.

#%]Java Bar Australia Day Beach Party

All day, hottest 100, beach wear.

%0z Day and Indian Independence Day, 6pm.

Blo Blo's annual cricket match will be played again,
snow or shine, with an Aussie BBQ and outdoor D) set.
#Paddy McGinty's Australia Day party

Celebrate with Australian music, movie and pie.
#:Java Bar Ladies Night, 9pm

Half price drinks for the
ladies from 9-11pm.

#]Java Bar Mountain
Staff Night, 8pm
Chillout night. Y300 beer
for resort staff 8-9pm.

#:Chivas Me Timbers Pirates Party, 7pm-11pm
Fusion presents fancy dress silliness in support of all
pirates at Aprés Bar. Pirate wear only.

“#Paddy McGinty's Toss the Boss, 3pm-5pm

Flip a coin against the boss for half price drinks.

#Java Bar Mid-Week Madness, 9pm
¥2000 Nomihodai (all you can drink) beer and basi
spirits from 9-11pm.

“#Paddy Mc Ginty's Toss the Boss, 3pm-5pm
Flip a coin against the boss for discount drinks.
#Red Bar D) Night, 10pm

Every Friday at Red Bar is DJ night. ¥1,000.
*:Java Bar D] Night, 10pm

House, dance, funk from 10pm. Free entry.

#:Half Note Jazz Live, 9pm
No cover charge, minimum two drinks.

#Niseko Utari Festival, 3pm-10pm

@The Northern Fox. Advanced ticket ¥3,000, at the
door ¥3,500. Details see ‘Page Seven’ (on page 11).

#Niseko Utari Festival After Party, 10pm-4am
@Be, Kutchan. Advanced ticket ¥3,000, at the door
¥3,500. More details see ‘Page Seven’ (on page 11).

#Half Note Jazz Live, 9pm

No cover charge, minimum two drinks.

#:Java Bar Sunday Session, 9-11pm

Sunday session with Christian-Live music.

*Java Bar Ladies Night, 9pm

Half price drinks for the from 9-11pm.
#Paddy McGinty's Toss the Boss, 3pm-5pm
Flip a coin against the boss for half price drinks.

C

#Java Bar Mountain Staff Night, 8pm
Chillout night. Y300 beer for resort staff 8-9pm.

#Java Bar Mid-Week Madness, 9pm

¥2000 Nomihodai (all you can drink) beer and basic
spirits from 9-11pm.

“#Paddy McGinty's Toss the Boss, 3pm-5pm

Flip a coin against the boss for half price drinks.

#Java Bar Djembe Night
Djembe drumming with
Bontak, Yo, Toro and guests. |

#Red Bar D) Night, 10pm
Every Friday is D) Night at
Java. ¥1,000.

“#Bob Marley's B'day + Waitangi Day, 6pm
Jamaican BBQ with a reggae D] session from Shu at
Splash, middle village.

More events at www.powderlife.com/niseko/events/

217 IN/R&DJ
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Live hand & D] playing

every night from 19:00
Free shuttle bus service

BEYPLNR
FRETEN

eV ZEaELYY

T048-1592 AL EICHA = £ JERILIBR

Hilton Niseko Village

Higashiyama-onsen, Niseko-cho, Abuta-gun,
Hokkaido, 048-1592 Japan

Tel:0136-44-1111 Fax:0136-44-3224

hilton.co.jp hilton.com hilton.com/worldwideresorts

Saturday, January 24
Kamonohashi Show, 1pm
Fun and games @ Hanazono. See
Kamonohashi's song and dance show.
18248 (1) ERTIZEBANERS L2
BHOF#% 1KLY DE/N\VICEDIP
AUADY3—PMTONET, TRIEZ
AOTCRITKRTLEELY,

Sunday, January 25

Taiko Drum Performance, 3.30-4pm
Free traditional Japanese drum
performances. Every Sunday outside
Hokkaido Tracks office (next to
Seicomart). 18 258 (H) KSEaES
3:30pm-4pmiBFlE A I—<— D
1 AUBE N DY I XFiC THITTAER Y IV
— TN LBERRDBIVET,

Aprés Bar Big Air, Noon-7.30pm
All riders welcome. Entry forms at the
bar. For spectators, check out the
thrills and spills from the comfort of
the bar with a drink in hand. 1 B 258
B)77LN—EvI IT7—AK12pm-
730pmZ>A A —Tz5H CHREND! T b
J—FN\—=TRIHIFTVE T Bl
KTETTLN—HD5Tv > THRLD!

Monday, January 26

Australia vs China Party, Noon-11pm
Aprés Bar's Big Australia Day and
Chinese New Year Party with Triple J's
Hottest 100 live, and cricket on the big
screen. Hong Kong D) Miles Wilson
dropping tunes. Come and join in the

Browse Niseko
accommodation
online!

Live room availability,

celebrations! 18268 (B) 7 7L/\— 7
—ZANSUTVHRE N—F1— 12pm-
MpmbUTIVIZAT )5y b EED
D) AR D4V VT TUIN—TH
—ANSITTAELHEDEERZ BRI
L&D!
Triple ] Hottest 100 Party, 10am-10pm
Come Celebrate
Australia day in
style at
Powderlife Cafe, |
counting down *
the Hottest 100 P
with all the staff o H
at Powderlife. [
There will be el E’%
drink specials at F""" |
and great food ¥
all day. 1826H (
A)RUZIV) Hottest 100 /\—Fr—
10am-10pm/\T A —ZA T HTTTH—
ARSVTTAZBHOLEIIART vV
oEBIET,

Nnthe

Australia Day at Grand Hirafu, 5-7pm
Come and celebrate Australia Day in
front of the Alpen Hotel. Join the snow
flag game to win a Grand Hirafu original
iPod. Australian band playing music.
Fireworks starts at 9.30pm. 1826H (8)
ISeST A—ASUTTA Spm-

7om7 VRV R TIVDI TR/ =T 5w 5

F—LICBIMLTIZecT748)9FI0
i-pod Z H TR D TENIF 9 B D SIAEY
£,

Tuesday January 27

Kamonohashi Song and Dance Show
Tuesdays and Saturdays, 1pm @
Hanazono. 18278 (X) TEE Tl EE B2
BEEBADFB1BELUAE/N\VICK
BIPLVADYI—HMTONE T, TR

Australian Day EZO Pub, 11am - midnight &% 2> CRITE T EL,

¥500 drinks, music performances, live,
DJ, sausage rolls, meat pies, fish & chips.
18268 (B) EERE—IL. N\—Y v IR
EVUY Y INTRTA VI B500H, 540
TRD, ARY ¥V T—FAZ 21—

Ainu (native Hokkaido) Dance Show, 8pm
Experience and learn about Hokkaido's
native Ainu people @ JoJo's. 18268 (B)
TA XEEFRLE SpmNAC Z 77~
NYFv—ER2—DEDLARZ>J0lo's
THIGDbNET,

“ ’ N
powderlife

NISEKO —+&1

from backpackers to luxury.

Filter properties by

location, style and amenities.

www.powderlife.com

Wednesday, January 28
Chinese New Year Lantern Olympics, 1pm

2A6HH,52 0 HDOMICANY MR
BLTWAHIRWETH?2NNOE—51
TORFICIEHEFLETNBIHEICE.
ZHEE (HFE-BHFE)T1HA2 8H%
TICFFEBDHR—LAR—I D" ANV b
N=I" T ARLKTIEEW,

inthe

Hanazono Ski Resort.Relay games for
kids and adults. 18288 (7k)
FEDHER S22 EYY1pm
ERAF—HZTIEZT 2 EvIhTh
NET, KADSFHETT —LITENM
L&D
Sunday, February 1

Taiko Drum Performance, 3.30-4pm
Free traditional Japanese drum
performances. Every Sunday outside
Hokkaido Tracks office (opposite
seicomart). 28 1H((A) AHKEE=S
3:30pm-4pmiGFTlELA I—< —bD
B AUEE NS Y I RFICTHITT RSV IV
— L BEERDBIET,

Tuesday, February 3

Culture tour in Kutchan, 3pm-6pm
Tea ceremony, Natural History
Museum, Niseko Sake Brewery. Bus
leaves from Seicomart. Tour cost ¥1000.
Booking required at 0136-23-0222.

Got an event on between
February 7 and February 20?
Get it on this page in the next
edition of Powderlife - input it
in to the events page on our
website by January 28.

Happy Hour 5pm ~ 6pm

All drinks ¥100 off

JAM cafe bar 5Spm—~2am

tel: 0136-23-0700

New Chitose Airport

Niseko « Furano « Rusutsu « Sapporo

Door to Door Airport Service and Private Transfer Service

to all areas of Hokkaido

Call us on:

011-788-4994 (Sapporo office)

0136-22-2108 (Niseko office)
Or visit our website at:
www.skybus-jp.com

january 24— february 6 2009

powderlife

i’ﬁ events

19




20

gear  powder tools

By Bevan Colless

P wder &

powderlife

00

Vector Glide Mastiff
UNKNOWN to all except those
that are really clued-up, Vector Glide

is boutique Japanese ski and snowboard
manufacturer that only makes restricted
numbers of outstanding gear. The Mastiff is their
fattest ski and will float you through Niseko’s pow

like nothing you've ever experienced. They are extra light

and have a 110mm waist with flex for the powder landings.
Groomers are not what these are built for but they will do a
reasonable job on them if you need them to. Expect the occasional
nod of approval while you're in lift queues and walking to first lifts.

Available from Toyru. 0136-21-4055. ¥126,000.

january 24 — february 6 2009 www.powderlife.com

Gentemstick Speedmaster
THE Speedmaster is the best snowboard
in the world. All right, all right, if you

weigh over 80kg, live for riding powder

through trees, and are not into riding

switch, it’s the best board in the world.

If you live for the park, mount your
bindings in the middle of your board,
love rails, spinning and riding fakey then
it’s not for you (and neither is this resort).
You guessed it, the Speedmaster is my
main deck, and | love it so much | have

been known to sleep with it. The ‘double
pin tail’ design was first envisaged by
Niseko local Taro Tamai some 20 years ago,
and it suits Niseko to perfection. The 172cm
length is perfect, and as 40cm of that is not

effective edge, it can still turn on a ¥10 piece.

Leave the sub160cm Fish riders in your wake

as you fly through the flat powder sections.
The tail bites into the snow so the tip always
floats above the pow. It is so forgiving you'll
often find yourself thinking you're about to
wipe out, only to find the board surging ahead,
urging you to stay upright and keep up with it.
Don’t be fooled into thinking it’s only for the
pow — you can ride the groomers like you're

riding a wave. Like me, you'll probably find you
never want to ride another board. Available from
Gentemstick Retail store in St Moritz. Call 0136-
22-5581. The best ¥169,050 you'll ever spend.

7

AFx—ER/) —HR—

IARRY ADI EI

SKI & OUTDOOR
L2

Rent-a-Ski

SKIS - BOOTS « POLES
SNOWBOARDS
SKI & BOARD TUNING
BOOT FITTING
HELMETS « FASHION
& ACCESSORIES

LOCATED NEARTHE ACE FAMILY PAIR CHAIRLIFT

8am - 8pm ¢ Ph: 21 4050

SHIFT_the way you move

Contact: Mitsuhiro IKEJIMA (Mr.)

Tel: 011-641-1123

E-mail: m-ikejima@sapporo-nissan.co.jp
SAPPORO NISSAN MOTOR CO.,LTD.

X-TRAIL

fusion

HANAZONO

Fusion — Gear for the Elements

Having the right gear in

the extreme elements is
critical to high performance
and comfort.

Burton, 686, Foursquare,
Special Blend, Quiksilver,
Oakley and Smith.

Hanazono 308 — 830am — 5pm
Hirafu - 830am - 830pm

T 0136 21 6633

(200m up the hill from

the intersection)

www.powderlife.com january 24— february 6 2009
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community ** meet the locals
By Saoka Wakasugi

GROOMER Akira

name Akira Ichinose BHAF/ L TFS
age 32 hometown Shizuoka % 32

name Maiko Nishizawa
age 21 hometown Kutchan

time in Niseko 8 months 5 IR how long has your family
do you like powder? Love it ~ ZHalcETEDLSLTT L7 lived here? Since great grand-

845 B INYH—2R/—I31FETT father do you like powder?
how long have you been ski- H? XiF& Love it, but I'm not very good
ing for? 14 years AF—Y—2R/—KR—=4—=2 at skiing it!

why did you come to Niseko? R/—R—4—iK—F[E 145  ski/board? Ski only

To see the nature ¥R DTTH? how long have you been ski-
what did you do in summer? B#A%ERSHT ing for? 18 years

Rafting guide BlZ3@zLTELD? what did you do in summer?
what languages do you speak? UN=HA K (GT7F1>7) Relax and rafting guide
Japanese, and a little English 529 =:5127 BAE. 2 %sE  what languages do you speak?
trips overseas? New Zealand, BHNCIZITolcBEHYETH? Hokkaido dialect, no English
Canada where do you wantto Za—Y—=3Y R HFH4 trips overseas? Not yet

20 next? Nepal RSEATENTTH?2 %/ ¥—)L  where do you want to go

ski/board? Board

favourite IFEG--BIE? K next? New Zealand, Australia
colour Red TIUFIE? TUMNTIZ/RM  favourite

brand Outdoor brands BAMIE? >—XA> colour Black

food Ramen LARS L7 AIRE brand Roxy

restaurant Souan N=lE? RTZva food Takoyaki (octopus balls)
bar Splash ERIE7 8B)IBR restaurant 308, Hanayoshi

onsen Koikawa O 2kaNy— har Valentine

ski run Strawberry TENDAF—IET—EToT Ly onsen Popolo and Goshiki
where else do you want to go  AF—51E7 LAY)bA—A A4 ski run Super Course

skiing overseas? Lake Louise, ZtEIITIFEDLSLWSBFET where else do you want to go
Canada how long will you be  9h?TEBRY skiing overseas? Whistler in
in niseko? As long as | can ZtalcSEO T S EREE  Canada how long will you be
what does niseko need? Every- 2EMIE7Z52>T W5, 5% in niseko? Forever

thing is here. Being imperfect W<SWHBESERLY, what does niseko need?

is perfect niseko secret? ZLEOOMERIETEKXDT 7T Starbucks niseko secret? Lots
Winter rafting what’s your VIHTES, of chances to meet rabbits
life philosophy? Time is more H%&fcDAEHIZ? and foxes what’s your life
important than money! ES AL philosophy? Keep trying!

LIFTIE Maiko

ES b7/ YA g g

iR 21 hSH (BMRE]
ZHIICETEDLSWTITH?
VLBLLBERALSLDS
INGH—R/ —(FFETTH?
KIFETTNAZTTIFE
RF—Y—2R/)—RK—5—2?
—HRF—F—1I
AF—[E185
Blci3fELTELD?
US9E—avBE&> 77«
YIHAR

ST EREIEAUEER, KB
9988

B TEBIETH? L
RIFETITITERWVWTTH?
Za—I—-SVRAF-RSUT
FEG--a8ld? 8

777 FIE7 OF > — (ROXY)
anmE? feaopE
LAFZ147 308,65
IN=lE72 NLoBRAY

R FIEFADR ABER
O—AlE7 Z—=/N—=3—X
BADRF—IET—EITOTH
TEWRAF—1513? D4 X5—
ZEOBEDLSVWBFET
TH?ZORT oL
ZEDSEOM T BERER
SHOIE? 22N
ZhOomEE? BUYFF
VRICEBTEDD G000 ?
HizfeO NEHIZ? FIHICEH
P!

welcome irasshoimose ¥ community
By Saoka Wakasugi

/

Powder Company

LEGENDARY local pro snowboarder Tomoki Takaku
moved to Niseko from Tokyo 12 years ago after hear-
ing word of the amazing powder snow. He started a
mountain-guiding business 10 years ago, and three
years ago launched Powder Company, a collection of
different businesses all focussed on powder and Niseko's
mountains. The main part of the business is his sales
and rental showroom and test center for Gentemstick,
the famous Niseko snowboard company he rides for.
Rent one of these amazing beginner to powder boards
from ¥2500 for the first day. Fancy being guided around
Niseko by a local legend? Mountain guiding from ¥5500

PATROL Yuichi

name Yuichi Tagawa

age 29 hometown Sapporo
time in niseko 2 years

do you like powder? Hai!
ski/board? Ski

how long have you been ski-
ing for? 25 years

why did you come to niseko?
Heavy snow fall and lots of
mountains

what do you do in summer?
Forestry what languages do
you speak? Japanese

trips overseas? None

where do you want to go
next? Don’t know yet
favourite

colour Yellow

brand Patagonia

food Something good with
white rice

restaurant Hanazono 308
har Haven't been to a Niseko
bar yet onsen Goshiki

ski run Hanazono courses
are fun! where else do you
want to go skiing overseas?
Nowhere how long will you
be in niseko? Not sure what
does niseko need? Fast food
shop niseko secret? Not sure
what’s your life philosophy?
Treat every day with
importance

ZEAAT AVAF

G 29 S AL
ZEOUTKTEDSWTTH? 24
INDE =R/ —3FETTH?
FETY
AF—Y—2R/—RKR—=4-=2
AF—v— 2+ —[E 255
HGEZEIRDTTH?
REMFE LD KEABZDS
Bl3EELTELRD? #HE
SEYEREI?ALRE
BT EBVETH 275
RIFETITTERVTTH?
FrRbHSEN

FEG--BIE? &8
TSR NI
BN TRICESEH T
5%EATH

LA RZ 147 TEE308

JN—lE7 ZElTRTNAN—ITIT
SfezéEL TSN
SR ERS

BRI AEESR

O—21E7 FEEOI—RIEHL
WTF&!
BADRF—IZT—EToTH
feLWRF—151E? &L
ZEIIBEDLSEVWBFET
Th7RETT
ZEORSEVNT. LERLR
SEOE?T7—ART—F
ZEO0REIE 7 DHSEN
Hlxl-ONEHIZ?7—A—B%
AT TENREWEHERS

Q)r two hours. www.powcom.net. 0136 54 2820.
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ADPWEWKEWEBRGTBABE A 1 2FF71I/N
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Manana Café and Bar

KUTCHAN'S thriving dining and entertainment scene
has a new addition in cool new Mexican-influenced

café and bar, Mafana, run by local snowboarding hero
Hiromasa lhara. Hiromasa-san has been a pro for seven
years and is sponsored by US snowboard company
Rome SDS. He’s been in world cups, countless competi-
tions, and starred on magazine covers. But he’s always
dreamed of having his own shop. Last month his dream
came true when he opened Manana on Kutchan’s main
street, Eki Mae Dori (just up from the train station on the
right). It will be open year-round and also serves Tex-Mex
food. Mafiana means ‘tomorrow’ or ‘later’ in Spanish,

so customers can forget about today and recharge for a
new day. Hiromasa-san snowboards during the day, so
Manana is open 5pm-midnight. Closed Tuesdays.

T —F+h7z—=7VFIN—
FOEDEMNBRICHLWBELINTEE L,
ENLBEE0 AR/ —R—2— HFRERQ
TARDAFIHYATT/IN— MananaTd, 7/
O7FEBDERNTADER AR —IEZRome
SDSTY, 7—ILRAY T ZIRHEEZLDAR
ICHIBLIEREBADY MEORKEZHZTE
EHVET, A BHZRe@IcA—T L
e BEIXTERREVTEYU. TEX-MEXD R EA
BRBTENTEXT ERTHAS.Manana
IE"BEHIFBEED AL EWVNSTEDLE DIk
IS EB—AFVEv L EHLOLWREHSTH
BEODZTIELLWEVSBOARADHSN TN
FI K DAEDERICEEEATHTIEWLD
DNTThH., BEBFBFESEFRI2E &
RENBEH, 0136-22-3735,

/

Half Note

HALF Note is one of Hirafu’s great local bars. It was
created by jazz fan and amateur player Shouichi
Shimatani in 1982 as an addition to his pension, Full
Note. These days it’s great for the older crowd who are
looking for a more relaxed bar experience, although
full-blown parties have been known to break out
among the younger crew. This season Half Note has
new managers, jazz musicians Tadao and Mami Shige-
matsu. Originally from Kushiro in eastern Hokkaido,
they came to Niseko in December last year after living
and performing in the US for almost 15 years. Perform-
ing live at Half Note every Sunday at 9pm. Half Note at

Qhe is towards the bottom of Momiji-Zaka Street.
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Wand an oppreciali:

Powderlife Special Package (90 ran)
Body Treatment 60min

+Scalp or Fool 30min

| Hilton Niseko Village Wakka Spa
(Open: 9:00 to 23:00)

A\ Higashiyama-Onsen,Niseko-cho,Abuta-
gun,Hokkaido
Tel: 0136-44-1111 ( Reservations essential )
Complimentary shuttle buses operate daily.
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safety * niselko surwival

DRIVING in Niseko’s snowy, icy, white-out conditions can
be for many tourists like learning to drive again.

When getting behind the wheel here, no matter your ex-
perience, it can feel a lot like being back on your L-plates.
Most who have spent any time driving on these often
very dangerous roads have their own stories of being
completely out of control in their car when losing traction
over some slippery ‘black ice’. Or, all of a sudden not
being able to see anything out of the windscreen besides
white, after strong storm winds blew a flurry of snow
across the road. Driving around, we are forever seeing

cars and trucks that have slid off the road and laid to rest
on their sides or upside down, met with the business end
of a snow bank. One of the scariest experiences can be
sitting in a car and having no control over it whatsoever.
Hokkaido’s sometimes cruel weather conditions make for
Niseko's world-class skiing and snowboarding conditions,
but with good comes bad: extremely treacherous roads.
Local police told Powderlife there were about 30 accidents
of a relatively serious nature reported last winter in Niseko
and Kutchan from November to March - 11 of which were
a result of common local environmental dangers such as

On thin ice:

A Niseko driver survivor

By Matthew Thomas

=

white-outs, ice slips, and snow mounds on the road.
While there is a comprehensive inter-resort public
transport system between Hirafu, Annapuri, Hanazono
and Niseko Village, and plenty of buses to and from
Kutchan — which are by far the safest option — it is still
sometimes a cheap and above all convenient option to
buy a car. For the most part, many people just try and
drive as safely as possible and hope for the best, because
the most experienced snow driver, or even a local, can in
a split second easily be at the mercy of the harsh winter
elements of Niseko.

24

Driver survivor tips:

Powderlife spoke to the Japan Automobile Federation’s
(JAF) traffic economy manager Takao Yamasawa, who
offered some helpful safety information for surviving
on Niseko’s roads during the winter. Some of these tips
are just common sense, but should be employed at all
times. Takao-san also says many of these tips aren’t
just for winter, and should be applied year-round...

» Know and adjust to the conditions of the road every
time you get behind the wheel. Is it wet, icy, snowy,
windy, or a combination of these? Remember, condi-
tions can change over time, depending on weather,
temperatures and the time of day.

* Drive slower in dangerous conditions. This means it
will take you less time to stop quickly if required.

« Leave plenty of distance between cars — many
seconds or car lengths in distance are needed to avoid
collisions.

* Do not turn the wheel, accelerate or brake quickly.
Do everything in slow, calculated movements.

* To minimise the need to speed, and stress on the
roads, allow plenty of time to travel to your destina-
tion. If you have more time than you need, there is no
need to speed.

« If you lose control of your vehicle, try not to panic.

This may be difficult, but try to stay calm and collected.

 Always concentrate on the roads and never be
distracted.

» Watch out for ‘snow piles’ that have accumulated on
the side of the road after a blizzard.

» Beware of ‘black ice’. It may look like a wet road, but
it is camouflaged ice and very slippery.

« Check what functions your car has — traction control,
snow settings and anti-braking system breaks, for
example — and, more importantly, make sure they are
all functioning properly.

* Be aware of safety signs and information about

road conditions, such as red and white arrows, which
indicate the location of snow banks at the side of the
road. These can make winter driving a little easier in
poor conditions.

« Consider taking a driving lesson from a local school
that specialises in winter driving.
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What to do if you’re in an accident:

It’s bad enough being in a road accident at home, but
a crash overseas in a non-English-speaking country can
arguably be even more of a rattling experience. Okay,
so unfortunately you're in an accident in Niseko. What
should you do?

« Firstly, make sure that you and all involved parties
are safe.

« Check if yourself, or others, are injured.

« If necessary, call an ambulance.

* Ensure that you are not going to cause another
accident with approaching vehicles. If the cars can be
moved from the scene of the accident safely, move
them to a safe place.

« If the cars are not able to be moved, turn on the haz-
ard lights and ignite the flare (all cars in Japan should
be equipped with an emergency flare).

« Call the police and make a record of the accident.

« If you have a rental car, be sure to call your rental car
company.

* For members of JAF, phone for a tow truck.

« If you don’t have a mobile phone, or have no recep-
tion, safely try to wave down passing traffic or passers
by and get them to send for help. The person involved
must stay at the scene of the accident at all times.

Local emergency phone numbers:

We have compiled a short list of contacts to call in
case of an emergency in Niseko.

* Police — 110

» Ambulance and fire — 119

» Emergency interpretation — 03-5285-8185

* Japan-English Helpline (nation-wide emergency
assistance) — 0570-000-911

* Japan Automobile Federation’s

(JAF) - 011-857-7122, or visit www.jaf.or.jp

Capella Niseko Residences.

A holiday home legacy

or everyone.

*

CAPELLA"

NISEKO

RESORT AND RESIDENCES

Introducing Capella Niseko.

A secret haven for you and your family.

Along the quiet country roads of Hokkaido,
past sunflower fields and restful landscapes,
lies a paradise not everyone gets to appreciate.
Nestled in a lush forest at the foot of
the Niseko-Annupuri mountain,
Capella Niseko Resort and Residences offers
perfectly designed homes for your family legacy.
Every villa, house and apartment
es with fine luxury, breathtaking landscapes

all-season resort paradise as standard.
can own a home created by
orst Schulze, and

vitect, Tadao Ando.

Tel:

Address

(yellow building across from Seico Mart)

email: simon@rad-development.com

or
Jones Lang LaSalle Hong Kong:
Ms. Mandy Wong
Tel: +852 2846 5782 or +852 2846 5759

email: Mandy.Wong@ap.jll.com

www.capellaniseko.com




ke night riders

NOCTURNAL skiers and snowboarders are
arguably treated to some of the best flood-lit
night terrain in the world in Niseko.

After dark, three-of-four Niseko United resorts are still
open for business — Hirafu, Niseko Village and
Annupuri — with Hirafu the most popular and ample
locale for night riding. True to Niseko’s belief in
opening up as much terrain as possible — as per its
liberal, accessible back country policy — a vast amount
of the mountain is well-lit and rideable by night,
especially in Hirafu, where about 70ha of mountain is
open, accessed by most lifts, except for the peak.
Niseko is one of the few places in the world that is so
well-lit at night, off-piste and tree runs are still there
for the taking, as well as the groomers; it’s a strange yet
amazing experience being able to dash confidently
between trees at night.

It should be said that the mountain is a completely
different world in the hours of darkness, and well
worth exploring. “With the way the mountains are lit
up at night, it’s like a 3D fantasy world up there when
it'’s dark,” says Annupuri’s general manager, Toshio
Fujisawa. “Skiing at night is part of Japan’s snow

culture, because Japanese always try to maximise the
amount of time they spend riding up on the
mountain.”

Although crowds are rarely a problem at the
moment in Niseko, runs are often deserted at night
time, meaning skiers and boarders can get open slather
on the mountain, and don’t usually have to deal with
lift queues or crowded runs. It’s mostly local riders, and
not so much the tourists, who take advantage of the
mountain once the sun has disappeared. Sliding
downhill by night is popularly thought of as a pastime
of the skilled; it’s when the pros to come out and play
after work, because most tourists are too preoccupied
hitting the bars and restaurants. Having all this space
to themselves, Niseko’s skiers and boarders will often
be seen riding much faster, and with wild abandon and
an aura of invincibility. Although it’s dark, night time is
show time.

With fewer people on the mountain, it can usually
make for a treat for riders, because the mountain and
its precious powder doesn’t get tracked out or smashed
up anywhere near as fast. There can regularly be more
powder out there at night than riders know what to do

THE ODIN PROJECTS

LUXURY PROPERTIES WITH AN ENVIRONMENTAL SPIRIT

PRIVATE RESIDENCES |

PRIVATE APARTMENTS |

BREAKING GROUND APRIL 2009
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with. The groomers, which, during the day, are tracked
out almost instantly and resemble corduroy, have even
been known to be knee-deep in powder by night, and
nothing short amazing. Get up there at night after the
lifts have been reopened from being closed all day due
to high winds, and you'll often be treated to some of
the best banked up powder on offer. If the snow’s really
coming down, much of the time your tracks will be
filled in the time it takes to get to the bottom and catch
the lift back up to the top. Niseko nights are usually
when the sometimes harsh weather goes to bed — it
can be calm and eerily still, and with temperatures
lower, it frequently makes for lighter, fluffier, better
quality powder.

Many would be surprised to hear that visibility at
night is often crystal-clear — much better than during
the day, when daytime white-outs frequently make
things a little unclear. With a good pair of goggles,
moments of clarity are a constant at night.

So, considering all this, the next time you want to
call it a night, head to the pub, or hit the onsen,
perhaps reconsider and go back up for a night ride.
Then, when the sun eventually creeps back up over Mt
Yotei, it’s time for riding by day with the diurnals.

HOTEL-SERVICED SUITES

—

Niseko nights: the stats

NISEKO has offered night skiing at Grand
Hirafu — the most popular night-time hotspot
- since way back in February, 1967...believe
it or not.

On average, currently about 900 individual skiers and
boarders head up the mountain after dark, compared
to around 4000 during the day. At Hirafu, 1287 metal
halide lamps have been erected strategically around
the resort, lighting a vast amount of accessible night
terrain, including the Ace Family Pair lift for
beginners, and plenty of intermediate and advanced
courses and tree runs, both on and off-piste. Every
day, it costs Hirafu around ¥100,000 to power its lights
with 1100 kilowatts per hour until last lifts at around
9pm.

A smaller night spot is at Niseko Village, formerly
known as Higashiyama, which has been operational
at night for about 25 years. Niseko Village has two lifts
operating — Banzai and the Community Chair — which
give access to night runs such as Don’t Blink, Pure

Magic, Cruiser, Next Stage, Shaky Knees and Final

night riders

NIGHTTIME PANORAMA... From left to right, Niseko
United's Annupuri, Niseko Village and Grand Hirafu.
Photo: Niseko Photography

Fling. In the '06-'07 season, Niseko Village had almost

75,000 riders pass through the gates, and over

100,000 last season. It costs Niseko Village more than
¥5000 to light its runs each night, not including costs
to power lifts. With 35 years of night-skiing, Annupuri
is traditionally the only resort to groom its runs after

the daytime skiers and boarders carve it up — before

the night riding begins. Around 1800 people go

through the turnstiles at Annupuri each evening (may

include one rider going up multiple times), to access

14.7ha of terrain — the courses open at night time are
Family, Junior and Dynamic runs. One busy night two
years ago saw the gates at Annupuri tick over around

4500 times in one evening. It costs about ¥20,000 per

night to power the lights at Annupuri, which run at

263 kilowatts per hour. With mostly flat terrain

accessible at night, and lit by three different sorts of

lights (214 in total) to give off a ‘moody, 3D effect’,
Annupuri offers a good night spot for beginners or
families keen to get out for a ride

after dark.
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THE ODIN PROJECTS
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real estate

Exclusive representative in Niseko, Hirafu
Tel +81 (0) 136 21 7722 Fax +81 (0) 136 22 6011
www.nisekorealestate.com

january 24— february 6 2009 powderlife

27



feature night riders
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Hit the lights, andJet the

show begin

straight-lining
and aerial acrobatics are
commonplace during

Niseko nights.

GANGS of fearless snowboarders who only come out
at night — especially local Japanese — take to the
mountain in numbers and with a vengeance after
dark, with many putting on a stunt show decked out
in their evening best (Old West-style face warmers are
the current craze for these gangsters). Often there’s
something about the lack of sunlight, and abundance
of artificial light, that causes many boarders to throw
caution and common sense into the wind. But the
tricks pulled off — often conveniently beneath the
lifts for all to see — can be quite the spectacle. Under
the cover of darkness is when these hero boarders
take the stage, taking full advantage of the bright
lights, better quality softer snow and wide open,
uncrowded spaces. Often the best time to negotiate
tree runs at speed is, scarily, at night. Pushing each
other to the limits, for these boarders turning is not
an option much of the time — no matter the
conditions. When hordes of locals head up for a night
session, you know it’s going to be on...and we mean
really on!! While the tourists may hit the pub,
eateries or onsens by night, the locals simply know
best, as is usually the case. Niseko regular Taiki

ISSUE 13

THE GANG... These Tokyo bn’
going fast and big once the s

Nakamura has been night-boarding in Niseko for the
past five seasons, and simply can’t get enough of it.
Taiki is normally a lone rider, but likes to track down
his mates once up there. “It's awesome at night —
heaps better than in the day,” he says. “It’s great
because there are not as much people and it’s not as
crowded, so | can go as fast as | can — everyone goes
super-fast! There are more locals riding at night, too,
so it is kind of just for the good riders; | guess it
could be pros only out there at night.” Fellow local
night bandit Koji ‘The Ninja’ Furuta, who works at
Demo hire in Hirafu, likes to go ‘ninja-boarding’ at
least a couple of nights a week with his mates, or

www.powderlife.com

QUALITY TIME... two boarders heading up
Grand Hirafu's Family Chair at night time.
Photo: Niseko Photography

Y2 i

girlfriend, Teruko. “There are not too many people up
there at night,” Koji says. “I really like night sliding
off-piste, and I also like how nice and clear it is up
there. | have been night-boarding in Australia at
Mount Buller, but it is totally different there, and
nowhere near as good because there is only one
course to ride. | love all the terrain that | can hit at
Niseko at night.” So, next time you're riding the lift at
night, cast your eye downwards and see these bold,
brave boarders cutting their swathes down the
mountain without a care or fear in the world. If you
can’t see it, it can’t hurt you, right? | guess that’s one
way of looking at it...

night * feature

le

Powderlife took to the slopes to ask the public what they thought of night
riding in Niseko...

The VO C of the

Night riders have
their say in Niseko

Peter, Hong Kong

I don’t have a
particular
preference between
day and night. I like
skiing night and day,
but the best thing
about night skiing is
there are far fewer
people.

Theo, Hong Kong
The light and the
snow are both
better at night.
When | skied
Whistler at night,
only the bottom of
the mountain was
usually open. But

in Niseko, most of the mountain is
rideable.

Randall, Australia
There are fewer
people up there at
night, and we've got
two young kids who
settle down in front
of the TV, so we can
take turns skiing. It
also helps you work
up a thirst for Japanese beer.

Bruce, Australia
It’s bloody awesome
—you can actually
see what’s going on!
I've had my best
skiing here at night.
The light and the
way the shadows are
cast on the
mountain look amazing.

Shougo, Sapporo
It’s easy to see all
the bumps at night,
and it’s not too cold.
I like both day and
night skiing. |
usually go night
skiing about two or
three times a month.

Yuka, Osaka (living
in Niseko)

I go night skiing on
my nights off, so
about three or four
times a week. If I'm
not working, | go
night riding, unless
it’s windy because
it gets too cold. The snow is fluffier at
night too.

It's awesome at night — heaps better than in the
day. It’s great because there are not as much
people and it’s not as crowded, so | can go as
fast as | can — everyone goes super-fast!

In response to the rapidly changing world
economy, resorts and hotels around the world
have offered discounted rates.

Hokkaido Tracks provided the same discounts
to all their customers, including those that
had already booked and paid in full for their
holiday prior to the economic changes.

So who will you stay with next time?
Great Prices, Unbeatable Value.

: ./Sﬂ&‘.f/ﬂw 2
my visit WA fanta
4 wonld elass sewice. .

4
J/ooé fouwand to MY next v
/ Clom McClestey
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HOKKAIDO TRACKS 0/&&/@%}

experience exceptional

@ +81 (0)136 23 3503
DA res@hokkaidotracks.com

B www.hokkaidotracks.com
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IN THE SHADE... a Niseko boarder taking cover from the
morning sunshine. Photo: Niseko Photography.
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Dale Riva

BETWEEN winning Stanley Cups, sipping
on Captain Morgans and manning The
Niseko Company accounts, Dale can be
found road-tripping around Hokkaido,
searching for pow all season long which
he does with his Prior Khyber Splitboard
for backcountry touring and Forum Walsh
for the resort mountains...

Name Dale “The Coach” Riva

Born January 25, 1972

Stance Regular 56cm / +15 degrees front, -12 degrees back

Setup Prior Khyber 156 Split / Forum 157 Walsh with Burton P1
Bindings

Favourite terrain Backcountry bowls, golf courses, hockey arenas

Favourite move Cab 5 into mellow pow, Roast-beef grabs

Time in Niseko 3 years (11 in Hokkaido)

Time riding 20 years

powder % music
By Nick Jackson

Nickelback, Dark Horse, 2008

I would like to say, from the first day | heard this
group, | have been baffled how on earth it could be
popular music. It's tacky and their actual musical
talent is limited (very limited). The first track is
about a girl who sucks her thumb: “You always look
cuter with something in your mouth...”. Does
anyone hear those alarm bells? There is no word
that describes the level of terrible that this album
oozes. To the lead singer: you, sir, are an idiot and |
fear for the well-being of not only your family, but the
world as a whole. 1023343 | Can’t Snap This CD
Into Small Enough Pieces out of 5.

NICKELEACHK

Franz Ferdinand, Tonight: Franz Ferdinand, 2009
Franz Ferdinand are the kings of consistency.
Another very solid album due in stores January 26
from the Glaswegians. They have kept true to a
formula that works for them — rhythms that change
counters mid-way through songs and that jug-band
sound seems to vomit out of every pore. | can really
see the potential of there being some pretty big
alternative chart-toppers coming from this album. |
really like it. 4.5 Glasgow Kisses out of 5.

Guns 'n’ Roses, Chinese Democracy, 2008

| went in to review this album thinking that it was
going to be one of the worst | have heard. Taking 13
years and something like 14 different record labels,
it was really looking like a disaster. But you know
what? It doesn’t suck so bad after all, granted guitar
legend Slash has been replaced by five guitarists,
one of whom wears a KFC bucket on his head. And
they have all aged terribly. Axl Rose still has that
high falsetto scream that made it good in the '90s.
3 I’m Sorry But | Am Really Going To Sit On The
Fence For This Ones out of 5.
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Breakfast: 7:30am - 10:00am
Cafe: 7:30am - 3:00pm
Dinner: 6:00pm - 11:00pm

Reservations essential - 0136 21 22 88

| Y akitori #
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By Katherine Bont and Kim Wejendorp, Sekka Dining chefs

ROUGHLY 9325 kilometres. That’s the
distance between Kutchan and Nice,
France, but step out of the snow and
into cute little 12-seat bistro, Le Cochon
('the pig') and you could be in either.
French wall hangings, water served out

of Ricard bottles, beautifully hand-writ-

ten menus and food that’s timelessly
classic and at the same time, Japanese
modern. It’s all thanks to former auto
mechanic Kazuhiko Kojima, who de-
cided one day car maintenance wasn’t
quite for him. He put down his wrench,
picked up a knife and hasn't looked
back since. After working extensively in
Tokyo, he also travelled to Nice where
despite being unable to speak French,

he was taught a lot of the classic skills
he now so deftly puts to use.

We first wandered in for lunch, which is
an amazing value ¥900 for the pasta set
or ¥1000 for the main set. Both come
with a starter, bread and tea or coffee.
We started off with a generous slice of
pork terrine with nicely dressed and
seasoned mixed leaves. We then moved
on to the pasta, which changes daily
depending on ingredients and whim.
Today’s was a fantastic spaghetti with
braised lamb ragout, a rich tomato
lamb sauce clinging to the perfectly
cooked pasta — very hard to share.

We then shifted our attention to the

azuhiko Kojima will make
chon — it's French for 'pig'!

restauranc

main from the other set —a very clever
tongue-in-cheek dish of braised pork
cheek and tongue. With the cheek just
falling apart at the approach of our fork
and the tongue's offal flavour cooked
away, the addition of a few textbook
vegetables made this a superh, witty
dish.

After such a great meal we want just a
smidgen of something sweet to round it
off, and asking about dessert, we are re-
warded with a blancmange with cham-
pagne sauce. Wow, again the classic
style shows in a perfectly cooked and
set pudding sweetened just so with the
sauce. All this and a couple of drinks
for under ¥4000 for two people —amaz-
ing! So amazing in fact we returned for
dinner that very night, only to find the
place full. With only twelve seats we
shouldn't have been surprised.

Another night we shall return, we said,
and have many times since. Dinner is a
mere ¥2800 for three courses. Recently
we’ve had pate — rich, smooth and
creamy with a rich prune jelly and
pickled local vegetables. Fromage de
tete — pigs head terrine, rustic and full
of flavour. Pan roasted organic pork —
sweet and juicy, and slow braised beef
cheeks with a rich red wine sauce. The
desserts alone make you want to revisit.
Banana frangipani tart, dense, rich
chocolate cake, mountain grape tart
and a wildly flavoursome lavender and
honey ice cream.

With food this good, and polished
serviced delivered by Kazuhiko’s wife,
Tomoko, is it any wonder we can't stay
away? Just a note, you need to book
early — have we mentioned that there
are only 12 seats? Bon appétit!

Bistrot le Cochon, just off Miyako St. in the heart of Kutchan.

Lunch and dinner, closed Tuesdays.

For more great reviews and a whole lot more about food, check out Kat and
Kim’s blog @ www.bigfoodsmallworld.blogspot.com

Need help
choosing a place

to eat?
www.powderlife.com/restaurants/
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Paul's Cafe & Bar Niseko
The only real Belgium beer cafe is back in Niseko
el This ime bigger and better. Spedialiized in rotisserie.
SLEBLRIE TW¥R Poyer breakiast, lunches, sweets, dinner or justa
TTREIR - o drink. Awide range of Belgium beers, wines,cocktails.

Located in Pensijon Kimamaga,across the
No.2 bus stop of the free Grand shuttle bus

| Cafe:08:00-22:00/Bar:17:00-23:00 Tel:090-9083-6764

AUSTRALIAN BOTTLESHOP PRICES

NISEKO WINE SUPPLY
~ o SRR e

. Topqualltngs'ten ustrali nwine

+ DeliveredtoyourNiseko R
® 1 accommodation next day
» Payin $AUD on your credit card

+ No fees, no conversions ¥V

1 {
Enquire about Japan based Membership
or wholesale buying

www. graubunden. jp
Tel 0136-23-3371

‘We offer a wide selection of sandwiches with fresh ingredients
that satisfy your great appetite and large pieces of o d
"fruitfull” cakes that are low in sugar. rm (&h ew
Don't forget our original cookies, tasty jams, 10:00am~8:00pm

and our fine selection of goods for your family and friends! We are closed on thursdays
Izumikyou 2 hirafu area
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170-138 Yamada,Kutchan-cho,Abuta-gun  TEL 070 - 6646 - 4715
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food JOpanese

Teriyaki Chicken

Tess Stomski and Sachiko Kageyama from Niseko Gourmet share their teriyaki chicken recipe.

YAKI, griddling or pan frying, is a technique of cooking used widely in Japanese cuisine. Teriyaki, sukiyaki and
yakitori are foods that fall under the yakimono or ‘grilled things’ category. What separates teriyaki is the sauce.
Teri, translated as gloss, describes the sheen of the sauce made from the basic Japanese ingredients of soy,
sake and mirin which is added to the dish in the final stages of cooking. Teriyaki chicken is a popular dish on
Japanese restaurant menu’s around the world, however in Japanese homes the sauce is also added to meat
and fish.

Teriyaki Chicken is one of the dishes you can test your skills at in Niseko Gourmet’s Japanese cooking

workshops held on Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 11am to 2pm. For reservations contact Tess on 080
5584 1313.

Fine dining in the comfort of your own home

Breakfasts, Fine Dining, Japanese Cooking Workshops, Catering

powderlife january 24 — february 6 2009

Ingredients (serves 4 people)

Method

'}

»

080 5584 1313

0136 556 885 niseko-gourmet.com

Open Every Day 7:00am ~ 11:00pm

Fresh Salads

Proper Coffee

Bread baked daily

Stone fired Pizza oven
Authentic Italian recipes

m q Delicous locally grown ingredients
Palkkllutal ya = &

To Kutchany.

’ Pick Up or Delivery ...

(0136) 21 6888

rcu/ceby//_KI/\d\/

NT AT FREEDOM INN

Breakfast
Lunch

Dinner

Sunday Brunch

Reservations recommended
Tel. 22-3322 or reservations@freedom-inn.jp

“Drop in for a pint, a bite or a chat”

. Open all yea

| 12:00 till’iz:lt’)(l;ounq"'
Yon Darts & Live .=
£ Sports. =

Fish & Chips
¥1.300 K

Kilkenny

praft Beer
from ¥ 400

Private Parties?
No Problem,

15 person party
room available

www.paddymcgintysirishpub.com | Ph 0136 55 80 20
located on the seicomart side of demo

january 24— february 6 2009
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MSK APARTME NT

from I28 OOOye"./m .
15min. by car toTHwafu

Sowderlife

Now roasting...

Fresh roasted, organic coffee

Coffee cocktails

Locally grown gourmet food

Breakfast, lunch and
dinner in a warm
lounge atmosphere

Open 08:00 - 22:00
Ph: 090-7516-7898

powderlife

january 24 — february 6 2009

how to Q@or‘rﬁng

Japanese for powder people

Lesson 4: Shopping

SOME mornings you jump out of bed, get fully dressed, stretched and waxed — only
to find the gondola isn’t moving and most of the lifts are closed. It's way too early
for pre-dinner drinks... what to do? How about checking out some of the shops!
While you're at it, you can pick up some omiyage (souvenirs) to take back to your
friends and family at home. And why not drag your aunty along and try convincing
her to replace her fluro ski suit from the 80s? Study these words and phrases before
you set out on your winter holiday shopping spree in Niseko.

Your friendly lodge manager asks you if you're going skiing/boarding today: kyo
suberi ni ikimasu ka? You're taking the day off to give your body a rest and
answer: kyou wa kaimono ni ikimasu (today I'm going shopping).

If you want to save yourself the hassle

of walking around the shop —and

practice some Japanese at the same

time — try asking the shop if they have

what you're looking for. Boots arimasu

ka? is a simple way of asking if they sell

boots. If they do, they might say:

arimasu. If they don’t: arimasen.

If something doesn’t have a price on it, ask how much it is with this verb ikura
(how much). Kore ikura desu ka? (how much is this?). Also, find out how much
things usually cost: takushi de Kutchan made ikura desu ka? (how much does a
taxi to Kutchan usually cost?).

Depending on where you're from and the current exchange rate, things in Japan
may seem takai (expensive), or yasui (cheap). If you want to express your surprise
or shock at the nedan (price) add one of the following words which mean very:
sugoku, meccha.

It’s polite to ask before you try clothes on in a shop: shichaku ii desu ka? If you
forget the word for try on — shichaku — just hold up the clothes and motion
towards the changing rooms and say: ii desu ka? (is it OK if ... ?).

If your girlfriend/boyfriend/friend is
trying on clothes, you might need to
give them some feedback. Kawaii and
suteki both mean cute/cool and are
usually used by girls talking to each
other, or by guys talking to girls. If
you're a heterosexual guy and your male
friend is trying on a jacket, say ii jyan
(not bad, bro) or ii kanji (it looks good).
If it looks like crap, laugh loudly and
say: dasai! (awful!).

learning ¥ how to

If you're buying something at a conbini
(convenience store), you don’t need to
say anything, just put it on the counter
and start taking money out of your
wallet. If you're in a quiet shop, when
you put the stuff on the counter, smile
and say: onegai shimasu (1'll take this
please). If you've just tried on a
mountain of clothes and want to buy
some of them and can’t be bothered
putting the other stuff back, try this: put two piles on the counter, point to the
pile you want to buy and say: kocchi ni surun de (I'll take these) then point to
the pile you don’t want and say: kocchi wa modoshite kudasai (I'll leave these,
thank you). If that’s too complicated, point to the yes pile and say: kaimasu (I'll
buy them) and to the no pile and say: kaimasen (I won’t buy them).

Many small restaurants and shops — and sometimes supermarkets and
convenience stores — don’t take crejitto caado or caado (credit cards). Ask before
you hand the card over: caado tsukaemasu ka? If they don’t, they might say:
sumimasen, genkin dake desu (sorry, we only accept cash). If you don’t have
enough cash, say: ima genkin ga nai node, sugu modotte kimasu (I don’t have
enough cash on me, so I'll come back).

Conbini staff will put almost everything in a bag unless you stop them: fukuro ii
desu. Something you often hear at the counter at a conbini or suupaa
(supermarket) is: pointo caado omochi desu ka? (do you have a point card?). If
you hear a long sentence that sounds like a question, it’s a safe bet that they’re
asking you if you have some kind of loyalty card, so shake your head and say: iie
(no) (and hope the cute girl/guy behind the counter didn’t just ask for your
number).

If you have the misfortune of losing
your wallet and someone asks what
you're crying about, say: saifu o
otoshimashita. They might ask you if
there was money in it: okane
haitemashita? Don’t worry, if you give
the details to the police, or hotel/resort
staff, there’s a good chance a nice
person will hand it in to the local koban
(police box) and you'll get it back!

Pronunciation guide: Since this magazine can’t talk, your best bet is to find a
Japanese person and ask them to say the words and repeat after them. Then buy
them a beer.

studio tdes produces a daily online English language show, based in Kutchan:
www.thedailyenglishshow.com

SERVICES

¥ English Legal Docliment Producﬂ'
} Company Incorporo’non

Satoshi Yoshida Solicitor Office

email:sat@oosys.net
cal:+81-136-21-7333
T foxi+81-136-21-7334

hirioeshi Office
Ekimae Ave.

Registy Office

EREAELHFHA

10min. walk from JR Kutchan Sta.
20min. drive from Niseko
150min. drive from Sapporo

Route 5

To Niseko

T 044-0031 33, South1 West1, Kutchan-cho, Abuta-gun, Hokkaido

Java Massage

Relax after a day
in the snow!

Variety of treatments:
Sports, remedial
" & relaxation massages

Prices:
30 mins fr. 3,000yen
60 mins fr. 5,700yen

Floor, Java House
Sa ura St, Mid-Hirafu Village
Village Shuttle Stop No 4.

Bookings Phone: 0136 23 0788

We accept CASH only. Bookings are essential.
From 10am to 8pm daily. Dec-March only.

Jawva Bar

Hirafu’s Coolest Lounge Bar

Open from S5pm til late
FREE

Hotspot

-—tD

AN

Best Sakura St. Mid Hirafu Village,
Shuttle Stop4. t:0136 23 0788

Live Music & DJs

in Niseko!
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432-21 NISEKO, NISEKO-CHO ABUTAGUN,
kw - HOKKAIDO 048-1511 JAPAN
T: 481-136-59-2111 | F: +81-136-59-2112
| i | WWW.ANNUPURIVILLAGE.COM

Welcome to Annupuri Village, your escape into the serenity of
alpine living. With careful consideration towards the surrounding
beauty, we have created an environment where families and friends
can come together to build life-long memories.

Annupuri Village provides the highest levels of personalized services from
real estate, development, management, through to holiday planning.
¢ Qur professional bilingual team of experts provides high quality service and
& comfort for your Niseko experience.

Situated only 108 km from the New Chitose International Airport in

Hokkaido J aPan, with direct fiights coming in from most major Asian
cities, Annupuri Village is located in t h e h ea rt 0 f N Ise ku

which is emerging as a truly incredible four-season destination.

Whether you would like to stay here for your holidays or live here in your =%
custom built home, Annupuri Village will offer unforgettable experiences
throughout the year to match the vacation experience you are looking for.
{ National parks, mountains, rivers, hot springs, cafes and restaurants
i' are all at the doorstep of your vacation home in Annupuri Village. Whether
you are here for the sugar-frosted fields of the powder kingdom in the winter
j ~ or the dry, warm days of the lush greenery in the summer, Annupuri Village
will provide you with the best services in the area.

Over the next few years, there will be a variety of opportunities to own your

q stake in this beautiful environment with everything ranging from turn-key
| condominiums to sprawling executive retreats. Guests and owners of homes

at Annupuri Village can enjoy all that Niseko has to offer in a luxurious

environment blending harmony with the surrounding natural heauty‘




Features:

* 490 square meter Estate with 4/5 Bedrooms and 4 Bathrooms
= Year around Natural Brook at the corner of 4,299 square meter lot
* Sunken Living Room with 25 ft Ceilings
« Dpen Natural Stone Fireplace
* Top of the Line Kitchen Fixtures (Miele, Grohe, AEG, wineceller)
¢ Qutside Jacuzzi Overlooking the Natural Forest
* Home Office with High Speed Wireless (wi-fi) Network
* Covered Outdoor Stone Terrace
* Covered Drive Through Entrance for Guest Arrivals

« 2.5 Car Garage, Owner's Storage, Ski locker, Dry room

* Full Furniture / AINU Art / Electric Fit Out Package available
i L () R

— Ty

L 1,700 w

Features: [][1 i
* 2 House Options:

3 Bedrooms with 2 bathrooms (270 sqm) or
4 Bedrooms with 3 bathrooms (over 300 sqm)

« Covered with Rich Natural Stones and Hokkaido Timbers
o Luxury Appointed Furniture with a touch of Hokkaido essence

« Jet Bubble Bath with a Panoramic View for Master Ensuite & Rain shower
* Open Fireplace

* Top of the Line Kitchen Fixtures (Miele, Grohe, AEG, wineceller)

« LCD TV with Satellite TV System

* Wireless LAN (wi-fi) Access

= 2 Car Garage, Owner’s Storage, Ski locker, Dry room
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neighbourhood * kutchan b-toun

Introducing Kutchan

WHILE Niseko becomes a thriving modern international ski resort in winter,
just a 10-minute bus ride away is an authentic little rural Japanese town,
Kutchan - affectionately known by foreigners as 'K-town'. It’s the closest ‘big
town to Niseko with a population of about 15,000 people. Kutchan is the
service town for surrounding rural villages in the region, including Niseko,
but in years gone by it has been quite a thriving little entertainment district
on the back of past ski booms. Kutchan’s nightlife these days is pretty tame
compared to what most foreigner visitors would be used to, but therein lies
its charm. For the younger crowd at least one night exploring the back alleys
of Kutchan for a quirky little bar or karaoke joint is a must — it could well

be one of the best experiences of your trip. For those not after a party, there
are countless — possibly a hundred or more — unique little restaurants to
choose from. For ideas about where to head check out www.powderlife.com/
magazine/kutchan

)

hours: 11:00~21:00

closed on Sundays
tel:0136-23-1882

5] 57

i AL LA

Top local Japanese chef, seasonal e
Hokkaido ingredients, Western &
flavour... the uitimate fision.
Pick up service available if you book

the dinner course (from ¥3000).

“ SWEET SHOP Fuuil
'aﬁhkﬁr&pt3
Don't Miss Kutchan’s famous cream puffs

The crispy shell is baked in-house and we stuff fresh
cream into every order just before we serve you.

Come and enjoy the flavours with us
8:00am ~ 8:00pm [closed on tuesdays] ph: 0136-22-0050

Kutchan Night-Go Bus ¥100 for an unlimited pass

9 Segart 9 Kutchan JR
Welcome Center |Hirafu intersection]  MaxValue Train Station

17:00 17:03 17:14 17:20

18:30 18:33 18:44 18:50

09:30 09:33 09:44 09:50

20:15 20:18 20:29 20:35

21:15 21:18 21:29 21:35

22:20 22:23 22:34 22:40

23:20 23:23 23:34 23:40

© | 6 | 0 —r
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Kutchan JR Lerch - l.)/ ?
Train Station Memorial Park | Welcome Center

18:10 18:16 18:26

19:00 19:06 19:18

19:55 20:01 20:13

20:55 21:01 2113

22:00 22:06 22:18 3

23:00 23:06 2318 ?
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Dining out in Kutchan:
A guide to food in ‘K-Town’

By Bevan Colless

IF you thought Hirafu had a great selection of charming and affordable
restaurants then wait until you head into K-town. As the typical Japanese house
is not suited to entertaining the tradition is to met out in restaurants when
catching up with friends. Tokyo, New York and London are roughly the same
population but compared to NY and London’s 10,000 eating and drinking
establishments, Tokyo boasts 50,000. For a rural town of 10,000 Kutchan has
enough wining and dining options to keep you going every night for a year
without a repeat visit.

Part of the fun of a visit to Japan is experimenting with the local delicacies, so
| dare you to get the ¥100 ‘Night Go’ bus into Kutchan, wander into the bustling
restaurant district under the arch from Eki Mae dori, somewhere with a red
lantern out the front and plop yourself down for a meal. Eschew the English
menu and communicate with your host into their reccommendations and away
you go.

Kutchan has a great range of restaurants and as the area is by and large
working class; most places are fabulous value, even if you're spending Australian
or English pesos. Most visitors to Hokkaido will know that this island is as much
about the food as it is the snow and Kutchan is a true reflection of this. You can
enjoy some of the finest seafood you can imagine for a fraction of the cost that
you will pay for the same quality in Tokyo.

Here is a selection of Powderlife’s favourite Kutchan restaurants:

Shunsai

The course menu in Shunsai is breathtaking. For ¥4,000 you'll be begging for
mercy as one terrific dish after another is laid in front of you. The deer steak is
something to behold. 0136-23-1882 North 1, West 3.

Shogun Sushi

Shogun Sushi is a low-profile sushi restaurant that serves arguably the best
quality sashimi in the whole area. Sushi and Sashimi is their staple, so be warned
they need advanced warning if you want something apart from fish. Extra
friendly hosts with group seating upstairs. 5-11pm Tel. 0136 23 2898 North 2,
West 1

Torimatsu

A favourite of both foreign and Japanese locals; some of whom have been going
3 to 5 nights a week for the past seven years. Affordable and great quality food —
yakitori (chicken sticks) is their speciality. Getting a seat at the counter is difficult,
they also have tatami-style and western seating. Near the 7-11 just along from
the Co-op. Closed Sundays 5-11.30pm. 0136-23-2893. North 3, West 1.

Cafe La Chicon
A charming French restaurant with great prices. See the restaurant review on
page 36

Café Kaku

This is the kind of place with such a laid back vibe you'll feel like staying for half
the day. Shukin opened Café Kaku seven years ago and he’s still serving some of
the best coffee in all of Japan. The wholemeal pizzas and foccacias are a specialty
and there is an excellent selection of cakes and smoothies. See listing on this
page for details.

Kongow

A yaki-niku (BBQ meat) restaurant run by a ‘senior’ mother-daughter team who
provide excellent quality beef that you grill yourself at your own table. Kongow is
the closest thing to teppanyaki in the Niseko area. On the corner directly across
from Shogun Sushi. 11.30-2pm and 4 — 10.30. 0136 22 0298 North 1, West 1

Photo: Niseko Photography
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Nami Chan
Chi

O30} Vi

BheWR

Sanzenri bld.
2F

Nozomi
[l &

Miyako Dori
Gate

-
H Miyako Dori

Miyako Dori
Gate

- Café Kaku

CaFé Kaku

Daikyo bld.

1F Bc.

2F World
Sports
Bar

198115 UonE)

LB B B B B B B OB B B 1 Kutchan Station

Food [ff] Alcohol fd No-Seat Charge 8 Free Internetd Karaoke
Entertainment ToolE No—Smoking@

Café KAKU

N1 W1 TEL: 0136-22-5608

l Globally aware, Community oriented, Café Kaku
is your 'home away from home'. Fair trade coffee,
Whole meal pizzas, Delicious homemade cakes.

__ Friendly staff, Familiar environment, Great music,

. Great Value. Just across from the free bus stop!
Budget: from ¥1,000
Open: 11:30~21:00(Wed to Sat), ~19:00(Sun)
~19:00(Mon) . Closed on Tue.

Nami Chan Chi

N1 W1 TEL: 0136-21-2258

Owned and operated by "Nami-chan", a well
. known local extreme snowmobile racer. Authen-
| tic traditional Japanese casual dining. Generous
servings of fresh seafood from around Hokkaido
and locally grown vegetables, all at affordable
prices. Not mention GREAT COLD BEER on tap!
Budget: from ¥3,000
© Open: 18:00 to 24:00 Closed on Sun.

MEBS

mEEA

World Sports Bar meEZ

Daikyo bld. 2F, N2 W1 TEL: 0136-23-2868

The only Sports bar in downtown Kutchan . 50
inch flat screen TV showing Live and delayed
time Football, Rugby, Mixed martial arts “K-1” all
year long. Complete with Full Karaoke system .
Reasonable price food from ¥500. Check out the
event schedule @ wwwa8.plala.or.jp/wsb.

Budget: from ¥1,500

Open: 16:00 to 04:00 Close randomly

Be HEER

Daikya bld. 1F, N2 W1 TEL: 0136-55-6905

A cozy bar, complete with pool table, soft darts
machines, and a full DJ setup. Relaxing spot
where you can hang with friends or mingle with
locals. Local DJ/Live parties are often scheduled.
Checking in @ www.powderlife.com/niseko/event
s/for upcoming events.

Budget: from ¥1,000

Open: 19:00 to 03:00 Close randomly

Nozomi ll HoERE

Sanzenri bld. 2F, N3 W1 TEL: 0136-22-5478

Want to drink cheaply in Japan? "Nomihodai" is
the answer. Nozomi Il has two great "Nomihodai"
(all-you-can-drink) options; for ¥2,000. For ¥3,000
you can stay till closing! Soft darts, slot
machines, Karaoke and a friendly staff await you,
group discounts are also available.

Budget: from ¥1,500 *after 0:00 ¥1,000 for seat charge
Open: 21:00 to 06:00 Close randomly

www.powderlife.com january 24— february 6 2009 powderlife
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real estate

Hong Kong
developers come
for powder, stay
to build

By Matthew Roy

real estate

IN literal terms, Niseko’s developments may
be built on concrete slabs. But metaphorically
speaking, they’re sitting atop powder, passion
and a unique ski lifestyle enjoyed by Hong
Kong entrepreneurs.

With little fanfare, Hong Kong-based entrepreneurs
have come to enjoy a prominent place among the
developers working in Niseko. Their projects and
nationalities are as varied as Hong Kong's
cosmopolitan melting pot. “We became developers in
Niseko by accident and by passion,” says Bjorn
Fjelddahl, a Hong Kong brand agency owner. “We first
came in 2001 for a boy’s trip of hardcore skiing and
boarding — it was fantastic. Since then, we've been
coming back with our families once or twice a year.
We bought several plots of land to build a house for
ourselves, and also started our development project.”
Fjelddahl’s Odin Project is Swedish-French team of
two brothers and one brother-in-law, building eco-
friendly, luxury homes.

At the other end of the scale, Pacific Century
Premium Developments, a prominent developer on
Hong Kong’s waterfront, is working on an entire resort
village in Hanazono and Capella Niseko, led by Hong
Kong developer Harry Pang, who has assembled a
dream team featuring big-name architect Tadano
Ando, and international hotelier Horst Schulze. Their
road to Niseko may have begun with Cathay Pacific
Airways’ launch of direct services to Sapporo’s New
Chitose Airport back in 2001. “The pilots were among
the earliest to start getting the word out,” Tim Murphy
explains, as the English managing director of Hong
Kong property investment group IP Global, who is
working on the Country Resort chalets, near Hirafu
Station. “There were some Aussie pilots based in Hong
Kong working for Cathay Pacific who flew regularly to
Sapporo, skied in Niseko and came back raving about
the powder.”

Like the Australians who have built, Hong Kong

PROJECT ODIN... an artist's imi)resszon

of one of the planned deveIOﬁ_ gﬁ

Development Developer Scale Location

Above+Beyond | Above+Beyond 102 condominium rooms, 22 Kabayama
residential chalets

Capella Niseko | Annupuri Land 80-room hotel and up to 150 Annupuri
residences

Country Resort | Chi Guillemette and IP Global Ltd | 45 chalets Kabayama

Ebisu Zekkei Properties 2 houses Hirafu

Hanazono Pacific Century Premium Hotel and residences Hanazono

Developments
Project Odin Great North Pacific 2 houses Hirafu
Tancho Lodge Tancho Investments Mixed use residential & commercial Izumikyo

Source: Whiteheaven Real Estate

NISEKO

| ZUMIKYO

Fair Price Real Estate Sales
Since 1973

Save & Buy Direct from Niseko's Original Developers

31 (01136 23 3501

www.izumikvo.co.jp/resort
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developers’ romance with Niseko has a deep,
powdery base. Many gained a taste for skiing the
pistes of Europe or North America, which led them
to look for somewhere to ski closer to Hong Kong.
“We first went to Niseko years ago in 2002,” Chi
Guillemette says, speaking from the standpoint of a
Vietnamese-Australian living in Hong Kong, a leader
of the Country Resort project. “The snow was
fantastic but the facilities were pretty basic. Looking
at property prices, they were so cheap, so we
thought ‘let’s buy’.” “We really had to do our
research to find Niseko back then,” Harry Pang adds.
Pang is the owner of the Annupuri Land company
that is bringing Capella to Niseko. “There are almost
no mountain resorts in Asia, compared to the US or
Europe, instead you get hundreds of beach resorts,”

he says. “I got to Niseko and thought, ‘this is the place
to build a luxury resort in the mountains’.”

The golden sands and azure surf of Thailand’s
Phuket resort also played its role. “Phuket was the
first place in Asia that Hong Kong people bought
property, before they had focused on the US and
Europe,” Pang says. “In Thailand, as well as Malaysia,
Vietnam and Indonesia, foreigners can’t buy property
freehold. But Japanese property law gives foreigners
freehold rights in Japan, which makes it much more
attractive. This property law is only starting to become
known overseas.”

Pacific Century Premium Development’s road to
Niseko came through the realisation that the buyers
of residences in Bel-Air, a luxury waterfront project in
Hong Kong's Cyberport precinct, might also want
holiday homes. “Working on Bel-Air, we realised that
many of our affluent customers were also interested
in buying homes in luxury resorts overseas,” executive
director at Pacific Century Premium Development
Wendy Gan says. “These customers are not only
interested in holidays, but also in investing. We
discovered Hanazono in Niseko was a wonderful ski-
resort, and realised that it could also be transformed
into an all-seasons destination with golf in the
summer.”

PREMIUM PROPERTY... the new 308 building at Pacific
Century Premium Development's Hanazono Resort.

Hokkaido’s fresh natural food, which is famous
in Hong Kong, has also been vital to luring
development to Niseko, Pang explains. “Hokkaido
has the fresh foods that people in Asian cities
want,” he says. “When Asians travel, 50 to 60 per
cent of their choice of destination is based on the
food quality. In Switzerland, food quality is always
a complaint.”

Hong Kong developers are also catering to city
dwellers who welcome Hokkaido’s cooler, less
humid summers and the safe environment for
families. “It’s a fantastic place for families, perhaps
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A PASSION FOR POWDER... Project Odin's
Nicolas Gontard and Bjorn Fjelddahl.

the safest holiday destination in Asia,” Guillemette
says.

The increasing numbers of tour groups from Hong
Kong will encourage more developers, says Mae
Young, a Hong Kong real estate agent who is selling
Niseko property. “People are surprised at how cheap
it is to go to Hokkaido. It’s totally different to Tokyo,
where everything is so expensive, especially the
food. People arrive here on tours and come back as
independent travelers once they discover how easy it
is to get around. Pretty soon they’re thinking about
buying a place.”

NISEKO

ZUMIKYO

unlh Rental C ollages
Since 1973

Traditional .|;I_|Zb:1||{'ﬁ{‘ ( '.{:H.'I:_{':‘H for the Modern World

81 (01136 23 3501

www.izumikyo.co.jp/rental
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real estate Question and ansuer

Living on the edge =
Luxury lifestyle on Hirafu's outskirts ' WINTER 1S SUMMER

Interview by Kristian Lund

Can you tell us about some of the designs and
specifics of this new project?

The house is 500sqm, so it’s a decent size. There are a
lot a very high ceilings, it’s quite an extravagant use
of space — not cramming everything into 500sqm. The
house is only five bedrooms. It’s got a lot of outdoor
inner zones, where there are water features and
undercover outdoor terraces. The exterior is coated in
corten steel, and there is a lot of use of glass, bringing
in the surrounding nature.

Paint us a picture of what sort of environment
exists on your block of land.

You can glance outside and look at the nature and see
how that harmonises with the house. All the power
lines are buried so you don’t see any wires — all you
see around you is pine trees, birch trees, green fields,
mountains and blue skies, and that’s important. It
even has an 85m bore well with pristine mountain
spring water that doesn’t need to be filtered.

How big is the block, and where is it?

The size of that actual property is 15,000 tsubo —
about 50,000sqm, or 5ha —so it’s quite a big block. It
overlooks the Hanazono Bokujou (farm). | think the
Hanazono side is much more pristine than this side of
the mountain, because it’s much less developed, and
the average block size is much larger. The whole
Hanazono master plan looks interesting, but even
without that it’s just a beautiful area. It’s also very
convenient being so close to Kutchan —you can drive
straight to Kutchan without going through a traffic
light. When the Shinkansen bullet train comes
through you will be able to drive to the Kutchan
Shinkansen Station, park your car and be in Tokyo in
a few hours, or Sapporo in 20 minutes.

What sort of lifestyle can be enjoyed on this
property?

| wouldn’t normally call this a typical home, but it
would suit me and my lifestyle in that it’s a place |
could live with my family, but at the same time it’s a
work space. It’s a place you could wander through
and look at art that’s on the walls, and antiques and
statues and sculptures. But also the home is
specifically a gallery/studio/office, it’s also a work
space so being in amongst that type of surrounding,
you could think and come up with interesting new
ideas and concepts. It's a home but it’s also a gallery
— the type of home you can show art and antiques.

powderlife january 24 — february 6 2009

PICTURESQUE. .. the view from the Hanazono property.

Will this house be a model home for similar
developments?

Obviously the home will be a showpiece for the
quality and styling | can produce as part of the Sekka
brand. In a sense it’s what | would do anyway — I'm
fortunate I'm in this area and | can utilise it as a
showpiece. What’s happened in Whistler, and other
big international ski resorts is you have the epicentre
next to the lifts, and some people want ski in-ski out,
but usually you have the hotels and lodges and the
commercial businesses around that. Maybe for some
people who are very wealthy they want a house in
amongst that, but what | gather is that many really
wealthy people want a home, and they often have
something that’s five or 10 minutes outside the
epicentre with a multi-million dollar home on that
with a couple of cars. And they don’t just go in winter,
they go in the green season too.

What is good about living outside the main
villages?

The village has a purpose and it’s got a certain buzz,
but there’s a certain lifestyle you cannot achieve by
living in this. When you build an apartment in the
village it’s somewhere you spend a week or two in the
winter and a week or two in the summer, but building
a big house outside the village is more of a lifestyle
choice, somewhere you can spend more time.

Do you think the Niseko property market is
maturing to this level?

| really do believe the market is evolving and
maturing and there are people who want to have a
nice home on a nice property that’s a bit larger,
whether that means half an acre to an acre, or up to
five to 10 acres. There’s still a lot of beautiful land
around Hirafu. | believe it will mature to the stage
where people from Hong Kong and China and these
closer regions will want to have a home within five to
10 minutes drive from the ski fields. But maybe
people will start to want to have a home on the coast,
so they come here in winter, they get up and drive to
Niseko or drive to Kiroro to ski during the day, then
drive back. I really think it will get to that stage.

[
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NISEKO COMES ALIVE IN SUMMER with its breathtaking nature, delicious cuisine, natural ‘onsen’ hot springs
and variety of recreational activities such as golf, fishing, horseback riding, rafting, hiking, biking and more.

A tranquil and secluded year-round escape with striking river and mountain views just minutes from Niseko Town

and 10 minutes from Niseko United Ski Field.

A handful of rare river view homesites now selling from ¥6,500,000 for 1 acre.
Talk to your local Niseko agent or visit www.Niseko-Riverview.com to secure your lot.

NISEKO RIVERVIEW ESTATE.
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The Hanazono house
(bottom right) with Mt
Annupuri in the background

VIEWS

A NEW ERA OF LUXURY LIVING IN NISEKO - COMING SOON
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WWW.EZOVIEWS.COM
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EB'SU 51X EXQUISITE CHALETS FUSING TRADITIONAL JAFPANESE TIMBER TECHNIQUES WITH ULTRA WESTERN COMFORT

Q & A with
Nicolas Gontard

Located conveniently in the Hirafu ski village, Interview by Lorne Calhoun iR

Powderlife had a chat with
Odin Project director
Nicolas Gontard

each home features oversized living/dining

‘ i
i ¥ i .._ .'.
spaces with stunning vaulted ceilings and N W-
What was your focus before Niseko?
| started a telecommunication products company,
where | designed and manufactured bluetooth
headsets for telephones. | built this company into a
global brand, with sales all around the world, and then
sold the business to a listed European group in 2007.
Bjorn and Chris Fjelddahl, who are my partners in
the projects, operate a brand consultancy and brand
publishing companies, with four offices across China.
Their clients are multi-national brands like Apple,
Starbucks and Virgin.

dynamic rooflines, solid timber posts and
What are your plans in Niseko?

Our plans are to create one of the most thoughtful
luxury brands in Niseko. We don't believe in
ostentatious, flashy luxury. We can see how wealthy
people worldwide are going to be huge drivers of the
‘green movement’.

There are currently three projects under way. The
Odin Residences are two large residences of close to
500sqm each. They both carry an architectural signature,
which is a huge, floating roof under large bay windows
oriented towards Yotei-zan. The first residence is
breaking ground in March or April this year.

We also have Yasuragi by Odin - five apartments of 90

beams, four ensuited bedrooms, epic views
of Mount Yotei and skKi hills, hinoki wood spas,

individual garage, heated floors...

Developed by Zekkei Properties
EXPERIENCE THE BEST OF ASIA RESORT LIVING

Sales and Viewings: Niseko Real Estate
Tel. 0136-21-7722

Why has your focus now shifted to Niseko?

Chris Fjelddahl first discovered the place, thanks to his  to 170swm each, built with an spa/onsen-style bath area

Japanese wife, in 1997. Then the three partners started
going regularly, firstly because we are all hooked on
the snow. But we also started going there during the
summers as well and have fallen in love with the
pristine nature. We have always done a lot of outdoor
sports together. We have done multi-day adventure
races in the wild in Thailand, China, Philippines, in the
Himalayas, hiking, mountain biking, kayaking and river
rafting. We love nature and Niseko satisfies all of those
appetites.

at the heart of each flat. The building itself keeps the
signature floating roof concept. All apartments have the
same great views on Yotei-zan.

Finally, Kimamaya by Odin is a boutique hotel
concept with serviced hotel suites of 80-90sqm each. All
are rentable as one or two-key flats. The hotel offers a
lounge, bar and restaurant.

How has interest been in the projects?

We have had great interest, despite the tighter
worldwide economy, in the first market where we are
currently marketing - Hong Kong. Because we service a

Exclusive Ski Resort Apartments.
Scenic view of Yotei Mountain.

question and
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high-end market segment, these sales are usually quite
private and often require personalised tailoring of the
product itself. We will gradually start marketing to high
net worth individuals around key markets in Singapore,
China and Macau as well.

We believe Niseko is a great alternative to Whistler or
Aspen for wealthy Asians who are not prepared to travel
as far and lose two days of skiing to jetlag. Hence our
marketing is centered on southeast Asia.

The first Odin residence was sold to a renowned
Fortune 500 businessman last year, after it was
introduced on the market at record-beating
¥350,000,000 (almost US $4 million).

How do you feel about the future of
development here considering the current
market state?

One would clearly be very unwise to take the slowdown
lightly. As in any downturn, despite the challenges, there
are some silver linings. It kicks out the speculators, and
usually heralds a return to quality. That's where we see
Odin will benefit. We're in it for the long run, and we're
sweating the product quality really, really hard. We've
been at it for the last two years already, and have
involved some of the most talented designers, architects,
interior designers and construction engineers.

Fully furnished. :

T
- 0

* 7-storeys of architectural ingenuity in a timeless design *
Top-class fittings & furnishings * Dual key system  Lobby overlooking creek * 5-star facilities
* Garden Terrace * In-house restaurants & cafes * Gymnasium ¢ 24-hour security *

TRACKS
& REAL
ESTAHTE

Exclusive Sales &
Marketing Agent:

Developer:
APL Niseko Property TMK (0124-05-002199)
AP LAND A subsidiary of Asia Pacific Land Berhad

This two bedroom apartment
located in the heart of Hirafu
is priced close to its 2005
sale price. Just a short walk
to restaurants and shops.
Funky, modern, airy and built

i by Hokkaido Tracks,
Niseko’s premium property
developer. An excellent entry
level property.

This discrete apartment
combines a chic design with
ski chalet atmospherics. Its
2-key system maximises
rental returns. This quality
apartment offers an ideal
retreat after a day of
adventure. Priced just a
whisker above original
purchase price.

SEICOMART
|
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0136 2269 77 (

www.tracksrealestate.com

Niseko Resort Property Specialists

p Yama Shizen East 404

Steal my vendor’s brand-
new property! This premium
apartment is very close to
purchase price. Built by
Hokkaido Tracks it boasts
superior materials and
furnishings. It enjoys
panoramic Mt Youtei and ski
field views - and a superb
central location.

Hirafu House 7 p.

A stylish 2 bedroom house enjoying a quiet
location close to onsen. Selling very close to
its 2007 purchase price. Great winter and
summer rental returns.

Youtei Tracks 108

The best investment deal in the village - let
me show you the figures. Central location,
tasteful interior and a consistent rental return.
Call me now or regret at your leisure.

january 24— february 6 2009 powderlife 53



Professional Real Estate Services

Niseko Life Plan

Tel:0136-44-3584 e-info@nisekolifepian.co.jp
www.nisekolifeplan.co.jp

OWN A SHARE
IN NISEKO’S
BEST SKI LODGE

* from only ¥2.4m

2 * free inspection pickup (3pm — 6pm)

- :'r g complimentary glass of wine
INSPECT NOW CALL 0136 226 675

North Field Lodge
[zumikyo 2,

83—76 Aza-Yamada
Niseko Hirafu

www.jplodges.com.au

Private sale by owner

5 minutes from Hirafu, 3 Bedrooms, Large
lounge/dinning/kitchen areas, 2 toilets, 1 Bathroom, Large
dry room/basement, set on a elevated 100 subo block ,
fantastic veiws, plenty of parking, part of private managed
estate, house will be sold fully furnished which includes
Skidoo snowmobile and snowblower.

Asking price ¥28,000,000

For more information or an inspection please call Scott
ph: 0909 757 4083 or Scott@go-nsa.com
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.81.261.75.3073
0261.75.3073
W0261.75.7008

...080,3145.9636

388-9211
GANO-KEN
KITAAZUMIGUN
HAKUBA MURA DAZA
KAMISHIRO 27436-7

www.hakubarealestate.com
info@hakubarealestate.com

Boutique Lodge located at the base of Hakuba 47 resort.

Magnificent views of the Hakuba Valley and surrounding mountains.
Fabulous food, personalized service transfers to and from Nagano.

TEL

INT. ..81.261,75.3343
LOCAL......0261.75.3343
FAX....... 0261.75.7008

MOBILE....090.8892,1224

T395-9211
NAGANO-KEN
KITAAZUMIGUN
HAKUBA MURA OAZA
KAMISHIRO 27436-7

www.powderhouse.jp
info@powderhouse.jp

MOBILE.. .0

OMES

ilding in the

* Design
- Construction
+ Renovations

+ Project management

www.fusionhome
info@fusionhomes.jp
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Building in Niseko
By Michael Davenport, director of Niseko Consulting

WITH many of the real estate purchases in Niseko being land, there
are lots of investors holding plots perfectly suited for new
construction. However, the prospect of building in Japan can be a
daunting one. Here is a rough outline of the basic steps in
construction to show how simple it can be.

The first step is to consider the scale of project and most importantly, the budget.
Itis a good idea to think about the design, building size and levels of finish prior
to approaching a builder. The more information you supply a builder with, the
less chance there is for miscommunication and time wasted on inappropriate
planning. Always work within your budget, aiming to complete things for 10% less
than the total budget to make up for inevitable variations later.

The next step is to find a builder and/or architect to create plans, discuss details,
examine the site and receive a quote for work. In Japan, many construction firms
have in-house architects that can do the necessary design work although most
firms do not offer English support. If you need to deal in English, you will need to
employ a translator or use an English-speaking contractor/project manager (a
contractor will also research builders and architects to match your project). If you
reside outside of Japan, finding a trustworthy contractor with excellent
communication skills is vital to ensure that everything is going to plan.

As a basic rule, western finishes are more expensive than standard Japanese
finishes and you will need to balance this to your budget. As standard fixtures and
fittings differ in Japan, there are some items that you may need to spend more
time specifying. Door height, window size, stair pitch, carpet quality, kitchen
workspace, bench and sink height are a few important items that differ. Kitchens
and bathrooms in Japan are usually off-the-rack “system” or “unit” assemblies
which, although standard, are well-priced. Tiled bathrooms and order-made
kitchens are often very expensive. Japanese builders excel in wallpapering,
woodwork and general framework. However, painting and tiling require

careful monitoring.

All fees are negotiable and if you are not dealing directly with a builder, it should
be the job of the contractor to negotiate the builder’s cost. As the contractor/
project manager will be responsible for the entire project it is wise to ensure that
they are receiving an appropriate remuneration; reducing the cost in the right
places whilst keeping everyone happy is an important aspect to completing a
building successfully. When you are satisfied with the design, finishes, time
schedule, quotes and fees, it is time to contract. Payment is usually staggered
across the project and payable in parts at completion of contract, foundations,
roof, internals and handover. Fees for delays should also be in place. A keen
awareness of the construction and payment schedule is important.

After contracting, the architect creates the working drawings and the construction
firm applies for building approval from the local town office. In Kutchan, this can
take up to three months. The construction department of the town office ensures
that the building complies to Japanese building standards, local laws, regulations
and guidelines. Construction commences after the approval has been received.
The actual construction should be straightforward provided everything goes to
plan. At this stage, the contractor/project manager ensures that everything is
progressing smoothly, provides regular feedback and provides options and
solutions to unforeseen issues. The construction is often the most exciting stage of
a project.

After the property is completed, the construction firm officially hands the building
over following an inspection by the owner. Any problems should be clearly solved
before signing any documentation. After everything is finished it is time to buy
furniture, arrange utilities, pay taxes and move in. If the property is for rent, or
you plan to be away for long periods at a time, finding a property management
company is the final step.

Michael Davenport is director of Niseko Consulting and North Star Projects and
has been directly involved with real estate and building since he came to Niseko
in 2006. North Star Projects offer advice, contracting and project management
services for all levels of construction. info@ns-projects.com
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Real estate and property investment
Development, design, construction
Impartial advice and consulting

www.NisekoConsulting.com

Michael Davenport Niseko Consulting KK
T +81(0)136-55-8122 | M +81(0)90-5987-7390
F +81(0)136-21-2118 | Skype michael.davenport

with MLYOUTEl ———————————— u i h 0 m e
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planning co., Itd
COSMO Niseko
BEAEIRELE

Consulting

Real estate license Shiribeshi (1) No. 346

january 24— february 6 2009 powderlife

55



" W

'ﬁ‘ 4
f i 3
: » - - . FOR YOUR SAFETY ALPINE RESRONSIBILITY,CODE| 3 1_#
| P f . A ™ . 1. Know your ability,and alv‘vays stay,in control. 4 ] e i
I ¥ 1 - ; Regardless of how you enjoy your snow sport, always show 2. Take lessons from qualified professionallinstructors to learn/and progress: i ’
Mt. Niseko’An'nupuri  Altitude 1,308m courtesy to others and be aware that THERE ARE INHERENT RISKS in r 0

3. As you proceed downbhill or,overtake another person, you must avoid people below and beside you.

’ !._‘,ﬁrwl a¥ The peak area is uncontrolled all snow recreation activities. These risks include rapid changes in\. 4..Do;not stop v’v_t.'l_e_r_e'.)isa could obstruct a trail} a run or are not visible from above. 3 s
) ‘;-'I" ! weather and surface conditions, collisions with other, people as well as 5.\When enteringa trail, a run or starting downhill, look uphill and give way to othersiyii ! h | ¥ ! ',:
1 * P I natural and artificial hazards such as rocks, trees, stumps, bare spots, 6. AIw’aysm—se chairlift restraining devices where provided 'and always use proper dévices to prevent runaway g ¢
L) r ’ life towers and snowmaking equipment. Common sense and personal ciuipment.'Ensure equipment is in/good condition. i i Y i
awareness can reduce such risks. Observe the code below and Shﬂw;.*‘observe and obey,allsigns and warnings! Keep off closed trails or.runs and keep out of closed areas. k) !
A~ B with others the responsibility for a great experience. ! 8. Before using any lift you must have the knowledge and ability of}hovv to load andjunload safety.
v "'5..Do‘r;|ot ski, snowboard, ri&e’a"ii- v

ft or,undertake any, otpér alpine activity ifiyou ability is impaired by drugs
and alcohol! [1 2 W
10. If you_"are involved in, or,witness al

If'to them. Ao X A e ;
N KNOW;THE|CODE: IT!S YOUR RESPONSIBILITY, \
] . ¥ - | 1

i
n_Lalccident, alert the Ski Patrol, remain at the scene and identify # 4
]

=y

Ace Pair .Liﬂ' #4 :

E
=
-
e
o
-y

i L . - i
Setsuzokul, 237161 257m¥ 19307147 son L Bl
3
I ¥
i ¢ L
..... f -

- . s e 58 g S e ol 2N ' o \egend of sp;,
e f:vdi-‘ﬂ Niseko An‘nupuri L T T Y% RPN ) b, = O W\W;# e,

Sl 190
20 M“,s\. »_

b Sl =2
T e, —— gy A _—
. Merchen— par® |
T ;*. ® . -
13797 960m o /fa R O Aabl SRRy ——— o - -0, 4, ZBOéMi/naﬁ%m'
Junior—e——_ . 4 7 ¥ <3 g 2T
‘\-\171“/e°/580m' * v Re f T » Beginne

® amily

eale njeliH ‘eyg 9INoY 0

Hotel Niseko w

Ikoi-no-mura 7 .3 "

i AED Al " | ] -

B © O : | ATTENTION :

m = Rest House [0
Q Wl S ' "
§ K q m - & Those who wish to ski outside of the controlled areas must follow "

Niseko
Northern Resort
An'nupuri

> Kids Land An'nupuri

? the Niseko Rules.
i Those who wish to employ a ski guide are advised to employ a

- member of the Niseko Winter Guide Association.
o
- “

i *Office of Niseko Winter Guide Association T
] Phone:(0136)21-4055

www.nisekoguide.jp/

_

a2 ; "
W 4 "

N '.w" ™

Boyo

20711 700m

[ i J i
Final Fling 4 \ 1 I B v\ )
S ‘ 13%/5%. ‘- . ﬁ
3 &
ee 3 [

Ski Center | 9 Kogen $|

—)©8.JE OUOZBUBH O

m H Aé,; 21| Green Leaf Hotel Niseko Village
| ] AN
S

Niseko town,

Route 5
Ski area shuttle bus %,

LN RSS Snow Mobile Land
i Cross Country: Ski Course Route 5

JEEEEE 14 . NS ; .~ = X \\\\ To Kutchan dom
: [ Niseko Kids Adventure Center -~ j LY : ; : - L !

The "Niseko Free Passport Bus' conveniently linking eachof the Resort ‘ . e ' s

ski slopes is free to holders of the Niseko All Mountain'Pass.

RV Y]
RS
*The bus tim/etable is on 'Niseko Resort Map' at lift ticket counters etc. @ -
*Holders of the Niseko All Mountain Pass must present pass on boarding the

Hilton Niseko Village

MENAORSOBS

bus_(12-/p¢/)intticketh0|dersforfeit1point)_ EEFEFEEEEESE S FEEEEESEESESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER ) To Hakodate, ;To Otaru,
*Those without the All Mountain Pass can ride the bus‘for the regular fare. i © 2008 Yamanokodesign Nisskotonn Aoﬁt‘f:vav:
Tkd| Lift ticket counter E3 sk patrol . - glr;géoomed = —_— 1
AED : e Strictly off limits Niseko Rules 3. NO SAFETY CONTROL BEYOND RESORT BOUNDARY 6. BACK COUNTRY RESCUE FEE
¢ Rest room 9 AED —@— Easiest The area outside the mountain resort boundaries (back country, including YOU are responsible for the cost of your rescue from back country areas.
Ei Phone ® Light — m—> More Difficult Entry into areas marked The Niseko Rules are 'Niseko’s oﬁ'?ci'al regulations cre?ted for the safety and freedom of  the peak) are Natioyal forests.and parks, and are not cont{olkd or sul.)e'rvised by
E Kid's room & — Most Difficult "Strictly Off Limits" is prohibited everyone using the ski resort and riding beyond the ski area boundary. the reson or the Ski Pat'rol. Niseko Rules pl‘Oclal.mS that hiking and riding these 7. SKI ,leD MOUIYT/!IN PATROL INSTRUCTIONS MUST BE QBE YED
@ Gate t even to experts with special areas is dangerous and if you choose to, you do it AT YOUR OWN RISK. Niseko Rules insists that all resort users respect and obey the instructions
L4 Restaurants & | orcontrolled equipment (c.g., avalanche 1. CERTAIN CLOSED AREAS WITHIN NISEKO ARE STRICTLY O LIMIT of the Ski Patrol and the Shiribeshi Mountain Patrol.
5 Gafé 2673 ;p;:ntro © Name of Slope oy n. sh Ovji"ra dio). AND ARE NOT TO BE ENTERED AT ANY TIME 4. BACK COUNTRY SKIING/RIDING 1S STRICTLY PROHIBITED WHEN
sh Maximum / Average / Run Yu no Sawa(Gully between Annupuri and Niseko Village area),Mizuno no GATES ARE CLOSED 8. RESPECT EACH OTHER
op Gradient / Gradient / Length Those who wish to enter an Sawa (underneath Niseko Gondola) and Haru no Taki (cliff area west of Hirafu ) During extremely hazardous conditions, the gates will be closed and out Niseko’s ski resorts and the locals respect the freedom of the visitors, but
" Information * @ Slalom run uncontrolled area are required to are “STRICTLY off limits areas” as stated by the Niseko Rules. Those riding of bound riding will be strictly prohibited. are concerned about their safety, and expect visitors to respect the Niseko Rules.
® Rentals Numb(-ar of seats comply with Niseko An'nupuri these areas WILL have their lift pass confiscated.
© ski school @ Mogul run f== Name of Lift == '!' rules posted at designated gates 5. AVALANCHE CONDITIONINFOI'{M:;].TION o 4 - - ‘ ‘ - -
@ Wave Length-Time required and lift bases. 2. DUCKING ROPES IS PROHI'IE?ITEI? ) ) ) ) The “Niseko Ava!anche Informatlon is the official mform'atmn Posted by  Niseko Rules are ofﬁ01al regl{latlons, estgbhshed by the Niseko Annupuri
Onsen(Hot Spring) -Number of lift ticket points Ducking the boundary ropes is prohibited. If you do, your lift pass will be “Niseko Avalanche Institute”. This information can be found at lift stations, Avalanche Prevention Committee, the Niseko Mountain Resort Safety
E;I Shuttle bus stop Half Pipe ) o ) confiscated. Use designated gates to access out of bound areas. These gates access gates and on the Internet. committee, the Niseko Free Passport Committee and the Hokkaido Shiribeshi
*Lift operating times and courses are subject to change due to access the dangerous back country. Alpine Accident Prevention Committee.
[f] Parking lot @ Park(Kicker, jib, etc.) weather, snow and light conditions etc.
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directory

Bars

Angel Karaoke Bar
IVITIVAZHTIN—
231281 [MAP D2]

Apres Bar
T7TLIN—
232311 [MAP ET]

Bar Lair
N—LAT7—
22 0588 [MAP D1]

Barunba
IAVIZAN
090 8907 9399 [MAP (3]

Be.
E—
556 905

Blo Blo Bar
JOo7geN\—
221269 [MAP D1]

Dragon Wine and Food Bar
FZdY T742&7—F/N\—
217700 [MAP B2]

Fridge Door Bar (Gyu +)

FauaR/N—
23 1432 [MAP B3]

Full Note

ZIv/—hk

090-1307-3792 [MAP (3]
Only Jazz bar in Hirafu, check
out their jazz events. Billiards,
table tennis, wireless internet
available.

Jam Café Bar
Jv LHTTIN—
230700 [MAP D2]

Java Bar and Café
JvININ—&HTT
090 2871 6781 [MAP D3]

Maki Lounge Bar @ J-SEKKA
RFEZTIN—@ITA(vH
213080 [MAP C2]

Masukotto
Ay
231101 [MAP C2]

Paddy McGintys
NTA=yF V74—
558020 [MAP C2]

Paul's Cafe and Bar
R=IVAH7x—T> RN~
090 9083 6764 [MAP C3]

Red Bar
Ly RN—
22 6687 [MAP C3]

Splash
ATZvva

23 1688 [MAP C3]
The Brick

vy

22 3444 [MAP D3]
Wild Bill's
TLIVREIVR
22 5652 [MAP D2]

Yuki Bar and Café
ESS Yk
22 0234 [MAP B2]

M SAS Scott Adventure Sports
SASR O K77 R Fo—RR—Y
213333 [MAP B2]

M Sun Sports Land
Y RR—=Y SR
233220 [MAP A3]

powderlife

phon@

Tours, activities

“¥1 Niseko Rusutsu

‘* Sapporo Hokkaido
= Backcountry Black
Diamond Tours
'l-
Black Diamond Tours

7599 HATEVF
090-2054-8687

Let us privately guide you
through Hokkaido's best
powder stashes and out of the
way places.

V-

[l Deep Powder Tours
TaA—7 INIHE— YT—
0136 21 5827 [MAP D2]

M Good Sports
Iy RRKR—Y
23 4560 [MAP C1]

M Fuga Pottery Factory
M T R
221731

W IXSM Travel
AU bINIV
215855 [MAP D4]

M Karada Massage @ J-SEKKA
HwI—yevz1tvh
213088 [MAP B2]

&, B>
_SENISEKO TS
ADVENTURE
CENTRF

NAC Niseko Adventure Centre

NACCHT RN Fr—ti—
232093 [MAPE3]

Lessons and winter mountain
tours, year round activities,
indoor climbing wall, shop,
and café.

Call foran
appointment or
. i just drop in.
- 2 info@nisekomassage.
f,,/: com

Niseko Massage
~tavy—v

220399 [MAP B2]
Professional Sports and
Relaxation Massage in Five
Star Luxury. Highly qualified
massage therapists

Call foran

. appointment or
Niseko just drop in. Ph.

Physio 0136220399

Niseko Physio
—ta749F

22 0399 [MAP B2]

Your English speaking sports
injury centre in Hirafu. Aus-
tralian trained winter sports
physiotherapists.

l Niseko Pottery Club
—rOw=EIST
23 4844 [MAP A3]

B Niseko Snowmobile Adventures
AR/ =BT RN Fr—
215001

H NOASC
ST RY
231688 [MAP (3]

M Paint Ball Field Niseko
ARAVIR=IVI4—I]VRZ+0
232111 [MAP E4]

january 24 — february 6 2009

Real estate

Hokkaido Tracks Development

BErSY IR R
217202 [MAP C2]

Hokkaido Real Estate
EEV7IVIRT—
080 5587 5052 [MAP C2]
NISADE

—t—F

22 0038 [MAP C2]
Niseko Life Plan

—ta 47 TIv
44 3584 [Higashiyama]

Niseko Property

Zta JanTa—
215060 [MAP D2]

NRE Niseko Real Estate
—+3 U7IVIRT—h
217722 [MAP D2]

Niseko Realty Sales
—t3a U7 Ta—
232221 [MAP C2]
Niseko RDC

—+3 RDC

23 4844 [MAP B2]

Ridgerunner
IS —
216220 [MAP C2]
Sekka Style Gallery

tvh AL Fr3U)—

217755 [MAP E2]

Tracks Real Estate
coYvORAUTIVIRAT—h
226 977 [MAP E2]

West Canada Homes

VIZANATER—LR
217500 [MAP E2]

t—)LX

Delis, food outlets

B Lawson Hirafu
a—v>
23-1230 [MAP C2]
l M-Pocket Kutchan
MRy b
22-1070 [MAP Kutchan F7]

H Niseko Wine Supply
974751090
6875 5931 [MAP XX]

B Seicomart Hirafu
tAax—+
23-3271 [MAP C2]

l Sekka Deli
yhTY
213088 [MAP B2]

H Sekka Landmark Deli
Yy hHIVRI—5
234285 [MAP E2]

l Sekka Teca Wine Shop
Yy hTHIA>Var
213088 [MAP B2]

Yamada Onsen Hotel
WHEBRERTIV
220476 [MAP E1]

We are trying to collect
every phone number in the
village for this directory.
There is no charge for basic
listing. If your business does
not appear here, please
email info@powderlife.com

& LEBFEIRICHEIED
FENSEXIFERO T

&l

Ski schools
NAC Niseko Adventure Centre
NAC 7RRXYFy— Lri2—

232093 [MAP E3]
Niseko Hirafu Ski and Snowboard School

e STRFTRR /=R RV

220921 [MAP D1]

NISS Niseko International Snowsports School
TS TTFIVR SRRV R —IY

216688 [MAP F1]

NBS Niseko Base Sports
NBS =—t3 ~N—X RK—Y
215050 [MAP B2]

Niseko Sessions

—+3 twvryar
0806070 2780 [MAP B2]

SAS Scott Adventure Sports
AV TRV Fv— ZR—Y
213333 [MAP B2]

Accommodation providers

The Australian

snowsports club
with its own
Niseko lodge

J

Australian Alpine Club Niseko
F=ANSIT/TIVINM /957 =40
223 006 [MAP E4]

The lodge has eight western
style guest rooms Member-
ship is available for A$6,500
www.aacniseko.com

l Deep powder tours
TA—TINGZ—YT—X
215827 [MAP D2]

W Hokkaido Tracks
EE~> v IR
233503 [MAP C2]

W Hokkaido Travel
iEE >N
233327 [MAP C2]

l Holiday Niseko
KUF— Z+&3O
216221 [MAP A3]

W Izumikyo
SR
23 3301 [MAP D4]

Hotels

Hotel J-First Niseko
KFIVIT77—AbZ€0
22 2350 [MAP ET]

Hotel Niseko Alpen
RTIVZEAT7ILRY
221105 [MAP D1]

Hotel Niseko Scot
RFIVZt€azxavk
232311 [MAP ET]

J-Sekka
JrAtvh
216133 [MAP B2]

Niseko Kogen Hotel
ZEOBRATIV

220117 [MAP E1]

Niseko Park Hotel
ZEN—TRTIV

22 2122 [MAP C2]

Niseko Prince Hotel Hirafu-tei
ZEOATIVRARTIVOS S
232239 [MAP C1]

< L
- 7 >
" bowderlife

NISEKO =21

TNV eI EIEkris@powderlifelcom
FTTEETEL,

www.powderlife.com

W J-Sekka Suites
JTAEYHAA R
216133 0or 21 7788 [MAP B2]

l NISADE
—t—F
220038 [MAP C2]

M Niseko Ground Service
ZtaYSVRY—ER
212503 [MAP C2]

l Niseko Management Service
ZEARRIAVIF—ER
215020 [MAP D3]

B Niseko Powder Connection
ZtanNgEA—axvvav
212500 [MAP D2]

l Outdoor Travel Japan
TINRT RNV Twiv
212171 [MAP C3]

B Ski Japan
AF—TIvINY
224611 [MAP D3]

H The Niseko Company
H Zea hvNZ—
21-7272 [MAP F2]

Rental

short/ long term leas-
ing export / import/
moving assistance

E . 7 pass 4wd from
3 g F 45,000yen/wk
Cuifti

Niseko Auto Rentals and Sales
ZtaF—M—IVXTVFL2IV
090-2055-6074 [Higashiyama]
Niseko Auto can assist you
with local sales and export.
Licensed auction dealer -
4WD and sports vehicles.

Demo

TE

216677 [MAP C2]

NBS Niseko Base Sports
Zta R—=X RR—Y
215050 [MAP B2]

Grand Hirafu Ski Hire
TSV RESTRAFINAY—
0136220109 [MAP D1]

Niseko Powder Boards
ZEaNGE—R—F
0901 384 5772 [MAP D3]
Niseko 343

—+3343

230343 [MAP (3]

Rhythm & Beats
JAL&E—F
22-0165 [MAP E2]

SAS Scott Adventure Sports
Ay T IR Fr—RAR—Y
213333 [MAP B2]

Sports Rent Ciao

ZK—Y LYRIL Fod
225178 [MAP F2]

AIRPORT

New Chitose Airport 0123 23 0111
www.new-chitose-airport.jp/language/english
New Chitose was opened in 1991 and became
Japan’s first 24-hour airport in 1994. It services
Sapporo and Niseko with direct international
flights from various Asian cities and Australia.
The Tokyo to Chitose route is the busiest domestic
route in the world. It is the largest airport in Japan
by land mass.

Getting From New Chitose To Niseko

On arrival at Chitose international airport, visitors
not on a full travel package have a few options to
complete this last leg of their journey to Niseko
and back. Although the trip is only 110kms, due
to icy roads and no direct train route, it takes two
to three hours.

BUS

The bus is the most convenient and commonly
used form of transport from the airport. Buses
depart about every 30 minutes from the airport to
Niseko. They take about three hours, including a
rest stop halfway and a dropoff at Rusutsu. ¥2,300
—one way and ¥3,850 for a round trip.

The buses disembark at six designated bus stops
within the greater Niseko United Resort. You will
find two different points to get off at each of the
main ski areas.

Whiteliner Buses
www.whitelinerbuses.com
Chuo Buses
www.chuo-bus.co.jp/kikan/ski...011-231-0500
Donan buses
www.donanbus.co.jp/ski
Hokkaido Resort Liner
www.access-n.jp/ski_info.html..011-219-4411

CAR RENTAL

If you are comfortable driving in the snow, renting
can be convenient as it allows you to take a trip
to Kutchan to stock up the fridge before returning
the car. One way hire from Chitose to Hirafu is
about ¥7,000 for six — 24 hours. Nippon Rentacar,
Mazda and Orix have offices in the Niseko area.
If you want a car only in Niseko, you can contact
Black Diamond Lodge in Higashiyama.

011-242-2040

0123-46-5701

Mazda Rent a Car : Chitose airport 0123-45-8756,
Niseko 011-231-0118 (drop off and pick up in
Niseko only available on weekdays)

Nippon Rent a Car : Chitose airport 0123-26-0919,
Niseko 0136-43-2929

Orix Rent a Car : Chitose airport 0123-22-0543,
Izumikyo (Hirafu) 0134-25-0543, Black
Diamond Lodge : 0136-44-1144

TAXI

A standard taxi from Chitose to Hirafu will cost
about ¥30,000. Prai Taxi charges 20,000 for a
small taxi (3-4 people) or ¥33,000 for a jumbo (8-
10 people). Call 011 207 5166 or www.prai.co.jp.

TRAIN

This is the most scenic way to get to Niseko.
Unfortunately there is no direct train from
Chitose to Kutchan station (the closest major
station). All trains run through Sapporo and
Otaru. The journey takes about three hours
and the cost is about ¥2,600 for an unreserved
seat. If you want a reserved seat, you can ask
at JR information desk, B1 Chitose airport.
www2.jrhokkaido.co.jp/global/index.html

The train schedules are subject to change so
it is best to call the numbers below or visit:
www.japanrail.com.
Airport

Sapporo..

Otaru......

..0123-45-7011
..011-222-7111
..0134-22-0771
Kutchan station. ..0136-22-1310
Niseko station.... 0135-44-2104

INTER-RESORT TRANSPORT

A shuttle bus connects the Grand Hirafu,
Higashiyama and Annupuri ski areas. There is a
private company bus which costs ¥500 and a free
shuttle bus which is included in your all mountain

pass. See the timetable on the course map for
more information. If you have a 12-point ticket,
one point per trip is needed. Others need ¥500 for
adult and ¥300 for child per ride.

Kutchan Night Bus

A free bus runs from Grand Hirafu ski area to
Kutchan station every night. Step out from Hirafu
village and enjoy shopping, eating, and drinking
in Kutchan.

Taxis

Kutchan hire.
Misora hire.... 0136221171
Niseko hire, ..0136 44 2635

AIRLINES

British Airways..

Cathay Pacific

China Airlines.... ..03 5520 0333
JAL 0120 255 971
KOrean Aif........ccocoeeeeevereecennnnd 0088 21 2001
Qantas. ...0120 207 020
Singapore Airlines. 033213 1174
Thai Airways ..03 3503 3311
United Airlines 0120 114 466

BANKING

Yes, we all know Hirafu needs an international
ATM! Until then, use the post office in Kutchan
open 8.45am to 7pm on weekdays, 9am to 5pm
on weekends and holidays. You can also withdraw
from the 24-hour Citibank ATM at 3F Chitose
airport and the 7-Eleven near Kutchan station.
Most of the cards with Cirrus and PLUS marks
are accepted at these places, but round cornered
cards are not.

CREDIT CARDS

Japan is still a predominantly cash society. Most
small bars and restaurants in Niseko do not accept
credit cards, but larger hotels, restaurants and
hotels often do.

American Express
MasterCard 03 5728 5200

Visa Card 00531 44 0022

CURRENCY

You can exchange your money into Yen at the
bank, post office, and most inbound travel
operators. Please bring your passport — it may be
more convenient to change with your hotel. You
can also exchange USD travellers cheques at banks
or at Kutchan post office.

DRIVING

When driving on icy roads the number one
thing to remember is to drive slowly. Make sure
the windscreen and back and side windows
are thoroughly de-iced on the outside and de-
steamed on the inside before setting off — don’t
simply clear a ‘porthole’ to look through. Maintain
at least a five-second gap between you and the
vehicle in front. Use a high gear to avoid wheel
spin, but take care not to let your speed creep up.
Brake gently to avoid locking the wheels. Never
brake if the vehicle skids, instead, ease off the
accelerator and steer slightly into the direction of
the skid until you gain control.

ELECTRICITY

Standard voltage is 100v AC. You can use many
higher watt items without a problem but higher
wattage devices such as hair dryers may not run
on full power. Plugs are the flat two blades type.
Many recent buildings have 240v with Australian
shaped plugs.

EARTHQUAKES

In the event of an earthquake, stay out of elevators,
stand in a door frame and watch for falling objects.
The safest places are in large open areas such as
parking lots of ski areas, schools, parks etc. Your
accommodation is likely to have an emergency
earthquake pack.

0136 22 1212

0120 020 120

mEor“moUon

EMERGENCIES

Police 110
Ambulance and Fire

Emergency Interpretation.........03-5285-8185
Japan English Helpline (nationwide
emergency assistance). 0570-000-911

ETIQUETTE

Japan is perhaps the most courteous country in
the world. Say excuse me (sumimasen) and thank
you (arrigato) regularly. Do not eat while walking,
or wear your shoes on tatami mats or in most
indoor residences. A bow can be used to say thank
you, sorry, hello, goodbye and excuse me. It is
impolite not to return a bow. The deeper the bow,
the more polite it becomes.

EATING

At most casual dining Japanese restaurants
(Izakaya) meals are ordered for the table and
shared. You will often receive a small snack with
your first drink which may or may not be billed.
Rest your chopsticks across the top of the bowl or
plate — never leave them sticking out of the rice!

DRINKING

It is tradition in Japan to pour from a bottle into
your guest’s small glass regularly. Kampai is the
Japanese word for cheers — use it readily! Also
please remember to stay well behaved when
under the influence. Poor behaviour by drunken
Australians in Niseko has received national
media attention in Japan. Remember you are an
ambassador for your country at all times while
you are abroad.

TIPPING

Although tipping is not generally done in Japan,
some restaurants and bars will include a service
fee for groups.

GARBAGE

Hokkaido has some of the strictest garbage
separation rules in the world. Please try to follow
them, follow the signs on the bins to the letter.

ONSEN (HOT SPRING BATH)

Buy a ticket, strip down — no swim suits allowed,
keep your clothes in a basket, your valuables in a
locker. Take a little towel only into the onsen with
you, wash and scrub your body well before you go
in to the bath. You can fill your towel with cold
water before you enter the onsen. Do not put your
towel into the onsen water — leave it on your head
and squeeze the cold water out when you get too
hot (it’s best not to bring drinks into the onsen).
After bathing rinse off under the shower. Finally
dry your body well before you walk back into the
changing room.

MEDICAL SERVICES

At present there is no doctor in Hirafu and
Niseko Physio is the only medical service
available in walking distance of the slopes. For
fractures or non musculo-skeletal cases you
will need to go into Kutchan. If you can’t speak
Japanese you will need to bring a translator
Niseko Physio

Located on the second floor of Australia
House, staffed with Australian physiotherapy
graduates from North Sydney Orthopaedic
and Sports Medicine Centre (Australia’s leading
knee clinic). Primary care also available. Sports
injuries, back and neck pain, braces and taping.
Appointments preferred but not essential.
www.NisekoPhysio.com Telephone 0136 22 0399.
Kutchan Kousei Hospital

The major hospital servicing the area is located
4 blocks from the main intersection of Kutchan.
They have an X-ray, a slightly ageing MRI and
medical dispensary. No appointment necessary,
orthopaedics cases taken in the morning only. It
will take you most of the day. Address: North 4
East 1-2, Kutchan-cho Tel: 0136-22-1141

Ueda Orthopedic Clinic

A privately run orthopaedic clinic providing
more time efficient service than the hospital.
X-ray, medical dispensary. 1-4, South 3-jo West3,
Kutchan 0136-22-1386

www.powderlife.com

INTERNET

Most accommodation in Niseko will have internet
access. If you have a laptop, you can try finding
the free wireless hotspots in cafes and bars
around the village. Try Pow Pow, the Java Bar or
Powderlife café.

MOBILE PHONES

3G phones only will work in Japan. You can hire
a phone from IXSM travel 0136 21 5855 or Go
Mobile 03 4496 4344. For longer term stays the
three big carriers have stores in Kutchan:

au 0136-21-5616
Soft Bank 0136-21-2588

NTT DoCoMo 0136-21-6868

TELECOMMUNICATIO

Domestic Calls

Green and grey public phones take coins or pre
paid telephone cards, available from convenience
stores or at some phone card dispensers in some
booths. Local calls don’t require the “0136”, unless
made from a mobile phone.

Directory Assistance

Dial 104 (toll call) and then ask for an English
speaker. You must know the location and name
to get a number.

International Calls

International direct dial can be made using any of
the following prefixes, 001 (KDDI), 0041 (ITJ) and
0061 (IDC). They will cost you.

Calling Cards

Brastel

The most popular international calling card
service is available in Niseko. Known for its flat 24
hour rates as low ¥6 per minute to Australia from
any type of phone using a non-toll free access
number. Brastel has excellent customer service
available in over 20 languages and the card is
available at several locations in Hirafu and can be
recharged at IXSM travel or by your credit card.
New subscribers get five free minutes. Toll-free:
0120 659 534. www.brastel.com

Kazak

Rates from ¥20 for one minute to Australia. The
kazak card is the highest selling card in the Niseko
area. Kazak card is available from your hotel front
desk, Piz Gloria convenience store and from most
inbound tour operators.

0123 36 4000

POST OFFICES

Look for the red “T” symbol. Stamps and the post
office box are at Piz Gloria convenience store. For
other services you will need to go to the post office
in Kutchan.

TOURIST INFORMATION

Kutchan Tourism Information centre

Located on Eki-mae Dori opposite Best Denki, the
newly opened tourist information centre provides
an excellent English speaking service for visitors.
They dispense brochures and can help you book
accommodation. ph: 0136 22 1121

The Niseko Grand Hirafu Welcome Centre

At the main bus stop in Hirafu parking lot the
Welcome Centre has a wide range of brochures
and transport information. They can also help
with booking accommodation if you've arrived
without a booking — you risk taker you. 0136 22
0109.

WALKING ON ICY ROADS

About 1/3 of all injuries in Hirafu are caused by
people falling on the street. Wear shoes with good
grip, buy and attach rubber sole covers with metal
studs. Take small steps, walk slowly and never run,
keep both hands out of your pockets and free for
balance. Walking with two ski stocks is a great idea
and protect yourself instead of the objects being
carried.
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If the shoe
doesn’t fit. ..

By Byron Dawson

A professional boot fitter’s guide to warm,
comfortable feet

MANY people assume that
cold, sore feet are just fact of
life when it comes to spending
time on the mountain.
Although that may have been
true 30 years ago, modern
boots and boot-fitting
techniques ensure that nearly
everyone can have warm and
comfortable feet all day long.
Whether you are due to
purchase a new pair of boots,
or your existing boots are
giving you grief, working with
an educated and experienced
boot-fitting professional is the only way to guarantee
comfort on the mountain.

As a boot fitter, | am often asked by friends and
customers which boot they should buy; my answer is
always the same: “The one that fits your foot.” This may
sound very simplistic, but far too often people get hung
up on the aesthetics of the boot, and forget they have to
wear it all day in the freezing cold. The simplest analogy is
to compare a boot to a vice, a vice that must apply even
pressure around your entire foot, ankle, and lower leg. It
is, therefore, imperative that said vice must anatomically
match your feet.

Before even considering which boots, a good fitter will
have a frank chat to understand what sort of a skier or
snowboarder you are, and what you are expecting from
the boots. A brief but concise biomechanical assessment
of your feet and ankles should follow. A ski boot is
generally designed for an ‘ideal’ foot, so even anatomical
abnormalities can be problematic when skiing. The good
news is that many issues can be accommodated, for so
long as they are made know to the fitter. It is therefore
important to speak up if you have any medical conditions
or chronic pain in your feet.

Byron Dawson

Niseko
Physio

A shell check, looking at how much larger the shell is
than your foot, should be performed for every boot you
try on, as the length of the shell will not change, but the
thickness of the foam in the liner will compress
substantially.

When you first put your foot in the boot it will likely
feel very snug, but is important to take the advice of your
boot-fitter, as he has already checked the length of the
shell and knows that this is the correct size. This is as tight
as the boot will ever feel, as steps that are made down the
road will provide more space throughout the boot. It
should feel like your foot is encapsulated by the foam of
the boot with little or no movement inside.

Once you agree on the ideal boot, adaptations will be
made to accept any oddities in your feet which were
established during the earlier assessment. For most
people, the addition of a custom-made supportive
footbed greatly improves the comfort and performance of
any ski or snowboard boot. A properly made footbed
positions the subtalar joint close to its neutral position,
which is its most balanced and powerful position for the
foot to be for snowsports. A footbed supports the entire
base of the foot, which can shorten the foot up to one
whole size, which in conjunction with a deep heel cup
greatly increases the comfort of any boot.

The final step of the fit process is to custom mold the
boots’ liner, which, when heated, expands and becomes
very pliable. When the foot is placed in the warmed liner,
the foam compresses in areas of tightness and to a lesser
degree fills in voids. After the molding process is complete,
you will be encouraged to ski for a few days which will
further settle in the liner, if soreness occurs after this go
back to the shop for further adaptations to be made.

Special adaptations often need to be made to women’s
boots, as their feet present a variety of challenges.
Wearing high heels is not good for your skiing, as they
tend to reduce the length of the Achilles tendon. A
shortened Achilles reduces the range of flexion of the foot

v

upwards, which is detrimental to skiing and boarding.
Changing the ramp angle of the boot reduces the affect of
this limited flexion. Women'’s calf muscles tend to sit lower
than men’s, which can cause soreness in the back of the
leg when a boot is clamped around it. Many
manufacturers offer boots with lower cuffs to allow for
this, otherwise material can be removed to allow for
larger calves. Women’s extremities are inherently colder
than men and appreciate electronic heaters added to the
foot beds which maintain a steady temperature
throughout the foot.

Even if your boots were never customised for you,
adaptations can be made to your boots to make them
work better for you. The first step is to add a custom foot
bed, as the advantages described above will apply to any
boot. If you were fitted into a boot which is too big, extra
panels of foam can be glued onto the liner to snug up the
fit. When specific points of pressure occur in ski boots, the
shells can be heated and stretched to provide more room
to relieve the pressure. In snowboard boots, and in some
places on ski boots, pieces of foam and plastic can be cut
out of the liners to give more space in a problematic area.

Boot Solutions is located opposite Yotei Tracks,
down the road from Wild Bill’s in Hirafu’s Upper
Village. They can be contacted on 0136-221-025.

’é/l/%
We can help with %6,?%
v Sports Injuries ’
v Neck and Back Pain
¢ Braces
¢ Taping

Post-operative rehabilitation

2F Awstralia House, 170 - 5 Aza Yamada, Kutchan-cheo, Abuta-gun, Hokkaido 044-0081
Tel: 0136 22 0399 =« Fax:0136 22 2011 + physio@gol.com = www.NisekoPhysio.com

powderlife january 24 — february 6 2009

*

Luxury apartments
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Alpine homes
Land

Commercial property

*

*

*

Development consulting

www.nisekorealestate.com

Ph: 0136 21 7722
info@nisekorealestate.com
Niseko Real Estate Co., Ltd.

Intl. Ph:+81 136 21 7722
Realtor License Hokkaido Governor Shiribeshi (2) No. 303
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EARLY PROJECTS
First Tracks . Deep Tracks . Powder Tracks . Miharashi

RECENTLY COMPLETED
Youtei Tracks . Yama Shizen . EZO365 . Kisetsukan . Hirafu Houses 06-08 . Kirakira

NOW ON SALE
Konakona . Escarpment Estate . Hangetsu Apartments . Shibisey (Furano) . Hirafu Houses o9

Hokkaido Tracks Management . Hokkaido Tracks Holidays Telephone: 0136 21 6960

Email: sa|es@hokkaidotracks.com

Web: www.hokkaidotracks.com

HOKKAIDO TRACKS RESORT PROPERTIES
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